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THE    GRAND  JURY. 


The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount  Pal- 

MERSTON, 

The  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley, 
Sir  Richard  Worsley,  Baronet, 
Sir  Henry  Paulet  St.  John,  Knt. 
Sir  William  Benett,  Knt. 
Sir  Chalenor  Ogle,  Knt. 
Henry  Penton,  Esq^, 
Joshua  Iremonger,  Esq. 
Thomas  Samuel  Jolliffe,  EsQi 
James  Worsley,  Esq. 
Charles  Spooner,  Eso^. 


Thomas  Ridge,  Es-q^ 
Peter  Taylor,  Esq^ 
Charles  Saxton,  Esq. 
John  Pollen,  EsQi 
Thomas  Gatehouse,  Esq. 
Thomas  Sidney,  Esq. 
James  Amyatt,  Esq^ 
Thomas  South,  Esq. 
Harry  Harmood,  Esq. 
William  Harris,  Esq. 
Richard  Bargus,  Esq. 
Philip  Deheny,  Esq. 


INDICTMENT. 

SOUTHAMPTON, 

TH  E  Jurors  for  our  Lord  the  King,  upon  their  oath,  prefent  that  James  Hill, 
otherwife  James  Hinde,  otherwife  James  Acfzen,  late  of  Portfea,  in  the 
County  of  Southampton,  labourer,  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  in  the  feventeenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  now  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, &c.  with  force  and  arms  at  Portfea  aforefaid,  in  the  county  aforefaid, 
rwenty  tons  weight  of  hemp  of  the  value  of  100/.  ten  cable- ropes,  each  thereof  being 
in  length  one  hundred  fathoms,  and  in  circumference  three  inches,  and  of  the  value 
of  80/.  and  fix  tons  weight  of  cordage,  of  the  value  of  20c/.  the  faid  hemp,  cable- 
ropes  and  cordage,  then  and  there,  being  naval  ftores  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  and 
rhen  placed  and  depofited  in  a  certain  building  in  the  dock-yard  of  our  faid  Lord 
the  King  there  fituate,  called  the  Rope-houfe,  relcnioufly,  wilfully  and  malicioufly, 
did  fet  on  fire  and  burn,  and  caufe  and  procure  to  be  let  on  fire  and  burnt,  againft 
the  form  of  the  ftatute  in  fuch  cafe  lately  made  and  provided,  and  againft  the  peace 
of  cur  laid  Lord  the  King,  his  crown  and  dignity. 
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And  the  Jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid,  do  further  prefent,  that  the 
faid  fames  Hill,  otherwife  James  Hinde,  otherwife  James  Actzen,  on  the  faid  7th 
day  of  December  in  the  year  aforefaid,  with  force  and  arms  at  Portfea  aforelaid,  in 
the  county  aforefaid,  a  certain  building  erected  in  the  Dock-yard  of  our  laid  Lord 
the  King  there  fituate,  called  the  Rope-houfe,  fcloniouily,  wilfully  and  maliciouily, 
did  let  on  fire,  and  caufe  and  prefcure  to  be  let  on  fire,  againft  the  form  of  the  lfatute 
in  fuch  cafe  htely  made  and  provided,  and  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord  tha, 
King,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

And  the  Jurors  aforelaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefu'd,  do  further  prefent,  that  the 
faid  James  Hill,  otherwife  James  Hinde,  otherwiie  James  Actzen,  on  the  faid  7th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  aforefaid,  with  force  and  arms  at  Portfea  aforefaid, 
in  the  county  aforefaid,  a  certain  building  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  there  fituate, 
in  which  great  quantities  of  naval  (lores,  that  is  to  fay,  twenty  tons  weight  of  hemp, 
ten  cable-ropes,  and  fix  tons  weight  of  cordage,  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  were; 
then  placed  and  depofited,  felonioufly,  wilfully  and  malicioufly,  did  fet  on  (ire, 
and  caufe  and  procure  to  be  fet  on  fire,  againft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in  fuch  cafe 
lately  made  and  provided,  and  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  his 
crown  and  dignity. 

The  Pr  if  oner  was  arraigned  upon  the  above  lnditlment ,  to  which  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty, 
when  the  following  perfons  were  fworn 


T  H  E    PETIT    J  U  R  Y. 


Henry  Lucas,  of  the  Soke. 
Richard  Long,  of  the  fame. 
Robert  Mondy,  of  Thruxton. 
John  Cole,  of  Upelatford. 
William  Cole,  of  Longftock. 
Richard  Yokes,  of  Kingfworthy. 


Rechab  Thorne,  of  Itchin  Stoke. 
Samuel  Maunder,  of  Hyde-ftreet. 
George  Newfharn,  of  Wickham. 
John  Kent,  of  Fareham. 
John  Berry,  of  the  fame. 
Chaies  Cobb,  of  Gofport. 


COUNSEL   FOR  THE  C  R  O  W  N. 


Mr.  Serjeant  DAVY, 
Mr.  MANSFIELD, 
Mr.  MISSING, 


Mr.  BULLER, 
Mr.  FIELDING. 


Mr.  Fielding. 

TVyJ  A  Y  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  this  is  an  indictment 
againft  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  for  a  crime  of  fo  atrocious  and  uncommon  a 
nature,  as  to  render  it  impoffible  to  affix  any  epithet  to  the  crime  defcriptive  of  its 
enormity.  This  is,  gentlemen,  the  firft  inftance  of  its  exiftence,  and  I  hope  in  God 
it  will  be  the  laft.  The  indictment,  you  have  perceived,  already  turns  upon  three 
counts :  The  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  firft  charged  for  fetting  fire  to  a  quantity  of  hemp 
and  ropes  particularly  fpecified;  the  fecond  count  is  for  fetting  fire  to  a  certain  building 
erected  in  the  Dock-yard,  called  the  Rope-houfe;  the  third  count  is  for  firing  his 
Majefty's  naval  ftores.  Gentlemen,  the  matter  will  be  more  fully  opened  to  you  by 
the  learned  and  experienced  gentleman  who  leads  this  bufinefs,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
your  verdict  will  be  fatisfactory  to  your  country. 
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Mr.  Serjeant  DAvf. 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  am  of  counfel  in  this 
cafe  for  the  King  in  the  profecution  of  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  who  is  defcnbed  by  the 
name  of  James  Hill,  otherwife  James  Hinde,  otherwife  James  Actzen,  for  fetting 
fire  to  the  Rope-houfe  at  Porti mouth  Dock,  belonging  to  the  Crown,  the  place 
where  cordage  is  made  to  fupply  the  King's  navy,  and  which  crime  is  conftituted  a 
capital  felony  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  12th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
.jefty,  till  when  it  had  not  entered  the  imagination  of  man  that  fuch  a  crime  could  be 
committed  at  all.  It  will  be  unneceflary  for  rr.r  to  expatiate  upon  tfhe  nature  of  the 
offence ;  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  any  more  than  as  he 
was  an  agent  in  the  com  million  of  it;  and  it  will  be  neceffary  for'  me,  therefore,  to 
mention  to  you  only  thofe  particulars  that  we  have  to  lay  before  you  in  evidence,  by 
which  to  affix  the  crime  upon  the  prifoner,  and  to  fubmir  to  you,  upon  the  confide- 
ration  of  thole  facts,  whether  he  is  or  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge  in  the  indict- 
ment. 

Upon  the  7th  of  December  in  the  afternoon  (I  believe  about  4  o'clock)  a  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  in  the  Rope-houfe  at  Portfmouth  Dock,  which  I  think  was  intirely  cou- 
fumed  ;  it  is  an  edifice  of  very  great  extent  and  magnitude  indeed,  (perhaps  you  may 
have  feen  it)  and  is  confequentjy  of  gseat  value,  and  it  is  exceeding  lucky  for  the 
public  that  it  did  not  happen  at  that  time  to  contain  lb  much  cordage  as  at  fome- 
times  it  had  ;  that  was  not  the  only  thing  intended  to  be  conlumed  that  day,  but  for- 
tunately that  alone  was  conlumed.  Gentlemen,  it  is  neceffary  to  mention  to  you  that 
the  fire  broke  out  at  the  eaftermoft  part  of  the  building-,  as  foon  as  this  misfortune 
had  happened,  all  imaginable  enquiry  was  made,  in  order  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  it, 
but  all  to  no  purpofe,  no  fire  or  candle  had  been  there,  none  ever  is  ufed  there,  par- 
ticularly in  the  eaftward  part  of  the  building ;  nobody  could  tell  by  what  means  it 
happened,  and  all  enquiry  was  fruitlefs,  and  it  would  have  paffed  as  an  accident,  the 
caufes  of  it  unknown  to  this  day,  had  it  not  been  for  a  very  extraordinary  difcovery, 
which  was  made  upon  the  1 5th  of  January,  five  or  fix  weeks  afterwards,  which  lrd 
to  an  enquiry,  and  which  enquiry  produced  the  molt  ample  and  clear  difcovery  that 
ever  was  laid  before  a  Court  of  Juftice. 

Upon  the  15th  of  January,  in  the  Hemp-houfe,  which  is  another  very  large  building, 
and  which  contains  hemp  of  an  infinite  value,  belonging  to  the  Crown,  there  was 
difcovered  by  Mr.  Ruffeli,  and  two  others,  in  turning  over  fome  of  the  hemp  for 
fo me  purpofe,  fomething  which  fhone  a  little  and  appeared  bright  ;  it  appeared  upon 
taking  it  up,  that  it  was  a  fort  of  canifter,  which  one  at  fir  ft  fight  imagined  to  be  a 
tea  canifter;  it  was  a  machine  which  nobody  could  tell  what  to  make  of;  upon  look- 
ing a  little  further  on  the  fame  fpot,  there  was  found  a  fort  of  box,  containing  com- 
buftibles  of  various  kinds ;  there  was  oil  of  turpentine,  there  was  hemp,  there  was 
tar ;  the  moment  that  was  feen,  it  ftruck  them  ;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  in 
any  mind  upon  that  fubject,  that  whoever  placed  that  machine  there,  had  an  inten- 
tion to  fet  the  place  on  fire  ;  it  was  alarming,  the  men  were  ftruck  with  aftonilh- 
ment  and  wonder,  looking  at  each  other  and  at  the  inftrument  in  their  hands,  and 
upon  recollection  determined  to  do  the  only  thing  fit  to  be  done,  to  go  to  the  Com- 
miiTioner  of  the  Dock  and  inform  him  of  it,  that  the  proper  evidence  of  this 
matter  might  belaid  before  Government,  and  fit  enquiry  made  into  it;  then  it  was, 
for  the  firft  time,  clear  and  apparent  to  every  one,  that  the  fire,  which  had  happened 
on  the  7th  of  December  in  the  Rope-houfe,  had  not  been  by  accident,  but  defign. 
How,  Gentlemen,  let  us  endeavour  to  recollect  every  c.ircumftance  of  that  unhappy 
day — while  it  was  thought  to  have  been  accident,  nobody  gave  themfelves  the 
trouble  to  enquire  or  to  recollect  who  they  had  feen,  who  was  there,  or  who  was 
not  there  ;  but  from  the  inftant  that  they  refolved  that  this  muft  have  been  the  work 
of  fome  devil,  or  that  this  was  fome  human  contrivance,  that  this  was  an  act  done 
on  purpofe,  then  it  was  fit  to  advert  back  to  the  fubject,  and  to  turn  in  their  minds 
all  the  circumftances  of  that  day;  among  others  it  occurred  (for  it  was  the  talk  of 
all  the  thousands  in  .the  Dock  in  jive  minutes,  I  fuppofe,  that  .a  man  had  been  feen 
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upon  thi  day  of  the  fire,  lurking  very  much  about  the  Hemp-houfe  and  about 
the  Rope-houfe;  then  it  occurred,  that  a  man  had  been  locked  into  the  Rope- 
houfe,  and  with  fome  difficulty  had  got  out  again  ;  then  it  occurred,  that  the  per- 
son upon  whom  fufpicion  then  fell,  from  feveral  vague  indefinite  circumftances,  was 
one  whole  firname  was  not  known,  but  who  was  called  John,  and  who  was  by  buli- 
nefs  a  painter,  who  had  worked  for  a  Mr.  Goulding,  a  painter  at  Titch field,  at  a 
gentleman's  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  was  the  origin  of  the  name  given 
to  him  of  John  the  -painter. 

John  the  painter  then  being  the  man  upon  whom  fufpicions  Itrongly  fell  from 
feveral  circumftances,  none  of  which  concluded  directly  and  pofitively  againtt  him, 
but  all  of  which  led  to  extreme  ftrong  fufpicions ;  and  the  circumftances  that  caufed 
thefe  fufpicions,  were  put  together  in  the  form  of  an  information,  and  laid  before  a 
magistrate,  in  cider,  if  pofiible,  to  have  this  John  the  painter  apprehended  and 
further  enquiry  to  be  made.  Upon  this,  there  was  an  advertifement  publifhed  in 
the  papers,  with  a  reward  of  50/.  for  the  apprehending  John  the  painter,  de- 
fcribing  him  as  well  as  they  were  able,  and  his  perfon  and  his  drefs  were  very  fuffi- 
ciently  defcribed  by  the  people  who  had  feen  him  before. 

A  very  worthy  Honourable  Gentleman,  whom  I  have  in  my  eye,  and  who  is  a 
very  great  friend  to  the  public,  and  in  the  Uriel  and  true  lenfe  of  the  word,  a 
patriot;  having  feen  this  advertifement,  very  actively  ftirrrd  himfelf  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  was  very  much  the  caufe  of  the  apprehending  of  this  John  the  painter. 
John  the  painter  was  accordingly  taken  up,  I  believe,  in  this  county,  at  Odiham  ; 
and  you  will  be  pleafed  to  mark,  that  there  was  then  found  upon  him,  a  loaded 
piltol,  a  piftol  tinder-box,  fome  matches,  and  a  bottle  of  oil  of  turpentine;  he  was 
examined,  but  he  had  too  much  lenfe,  he  was  too  much  guarded  to  make  any 
considerable  difcovery  upon  the  examination  that  he  underwent  before  a  magiltrate, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  a  circumftance,  which  I  am  now  going  to  mention  to  you, 
it  would  be  an  extreme  difficult  matter  to  affix  the  crime  upon  this  perfon  at  the 
b:.r,  however  fatisned  one  might  have  b^en  in  one's  own  private  judgment 
of  his  guilt  : 

It  happened  that  there  was  one  of  the  fame  bufinefs,  a  painter,  who  had  been 
as  the  pnfoner  likewife  had,  a  painter  in  America;  for  this  gentleman  (the  prifoner) 
has  worked  in  America-,  he  is  an  American,  not  by  birth,  for  by  birth  he  is  a  Scotch- 
man, but  he  Is  an  American,  there  he  was  fettled,  from  thence  he  had  lately  come, 
and  thither  he  meant  to  return.  One  of  that  bufinefs,  and  who  likewife  had 
worked  as  a  painter  in  America,  it  was  imagined  might  pofiibly  know  this  John 
the  painter,  and  therefore  he  was  lent  for  to  Sir  John  Fielding's  in  Bow-ftreet, 
upon  the  7th  of  February,  in  order  to  be  fhewn  the  prifoner,  and  to  inform  the 
magiftrate  whether  he  did  or  did  not  know  him;  that  man  being  afked  the  queftion 
anfwered,  that  he  did  not  know  him,  and  to  the  belt  of  his  recollection  had  never 
feen  him  in  ail  his  life-time;  there  was  an  end,  therefore,  of  that  bufinefs;  as  that 
man  had  worked  in  the  fame  place,  for  I  think  the  prifoner  had  worked  at  Phi- 
ladelphia too,  it  was  very  likely  that  he  might  have  known  him,  but  he  happened 
not  to  know  him  at  all ;  that  perfon  being  difmifTed  from  the  room,  where  this 
examination,  though  I  can  hardly  call  it  an  examination,  where  this  little  matter  had 
palled,  and  retiring  to  the  other  room  where  the  prifoner  was,  the  prifoner  having 
been  informed  that  this  perfon,  whofe  name  is  Baldwin,  was  an  American  and  a 
painter,  naturally  enough  beckoned  to  him  and  delired  him  to  fit  down  by  him. 
Baldwin  fitting  down  by  him,  a  converfation  began  between  thefe  people,  touching 
their  trade,  and  touching  America  and  Philadelphia,  that  part  of  America  in  which 
they  had  lived,  the  diltance  of  the  place,  a  few  nnmes,  and  fome  general  convtr- 
faiyqnj  the  place  and  occafion  would  not  admit  of  a  long  converfation.  The  pri- 
loner  at  the  bar  defired  Baldwin  to  do  him  the  favour  of  a  vifit  at  New  Prifon, 
Cierkenweii,  where  he  was  going,  defired  he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  call  upon  him, 
he  mould  be  glad  to  fee  him.  Now,  Gentlemen,  here  let  me  tell  you,  for  fear  I 
fhould  forget  i:,  that  all  this  was  the  mere  fruit  and  offspring  of  accident;  this 
Baldwin  was  v.ot  fet  upon  him,  was  not  defired  to  obtain  any  confeliion  from  him, 
nor  defired  to  make  any  acquaintance  with  him  ;  but  an  intimacy  palled  between 
thefe  people  for  ieveral  days  afterwards,  before  any  body  concerned  for  the  profe- 
cution  knew  any  thing  of  it.  It  is  fit  the  world  ihould  know  that.  In  confequence 
of  this  ihart-conyerlation  that  palled  at  Sir  John  Fielding's,  Baldwin  went,  as  de- 
fired 
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.fired  by  the  prifoner,  to  vifit  him  at  Clerkenwell  New  Prifon  ;  when  he  was  there, 
a  converfation  pafTed  between  them  of  no  very  great  importance,  it  was  only  general, 
concerning  perlbns  and  places,  fome  of  which  both  of  them  knew,  ibme  or  which 
only  one  of  them  knew.    The  next  day,  Baldwin  paid  him  another  vifir,  for  the 
priioner  liked  his  company,  and  it  was  a  very  lucky  circumftance  ;  it  was  indeecl 
the  providence  of  God  that  this  man  placed  that  fortunate  (for  fortunate  I  may 
call  it  for  the  public)  confidence  in  this  Baldwin,  by  which  he  afterwards  made 
the  ample  difcoveries  that  you  will  hear  by  and  by.    The  prifoner  told  him  after 
various  vifits,  for  he  vifited  the  prifoner  at  his  own   requeft  almoft  every  day 
for,  I  believe,  near  three  weeks  from  that  time,  and  it  was  not  for  many  days,  not 
until  a  full  difcovery  was  made,  that  Baldwin  communicated  the  matter  to  any  body, 
and  when  he  did,  he  communicated  it  to.  an  Honourable  Ferfon  not  at  all  connected 
with  Government;  he  told  him,  among  other  things  (I  will  defcend  to  tffie  parti- 
culars by  and  by,  for  a  very  finking  reafon  which  yuu  W?)l  go  with  me  in  obferving 
when  I  defcend  to  them,  he  told  him)  that  he  had  lately  come  from  France,  that 
.he  had  been  employed  there  by  a  gentleman,  whom  he  was  furprifed  that  Baldwin 
.did  not  know,  as  he  was  a  man  of  fo  much  note,  and  whole  name  had  been  fo 
frequently  in  the  news-papers,  which  was  a  Mr.  Silas  Deane;  that  Mr.  Silas  Deane 
■was  a  very  honourable  gentleman,  employed  by  the  Congrefs  in  America,  as  well 
as  another  very  honourable  gentleman,  a  Dr.  Franklin  ;  that  Mr.  Silas  Deane  had 
employed  him  in  the  noble  bufinefs  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  ;  that  his  employ- 
ment was  to  let  fire  to  the  feveral  Dock-Yards, 'to  deftroy  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  ; 
that  he  had  undertaken  that  work,  and  that  he  was  to  have  a  pecuniary  reward  for 
it    that  Mr.  Silas  Deane  was  his  employer ;  that  this  was  a  noble  act,  this  was  a 
patriotic  meafure,  this  was  what  all  patriots  would  exceedingly  applaud,  this  was 
the  right  way  to  expoie  Government,  this  was  the  way  to  render  Great  Britain  for- 
ever fubject,  by  bending  its  neck  to  the  yoke  of  America,  this  was  the  way  by 
which  we  were  to  profper ;  this  great  work  was  to  be  effected  by  his  hand  under 
the  employment  of  Silas  Deane,  and  that  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  that  Dr. 
Franklin  was  likewife  engaged  in  the  fame  good  work;  he  told  him,  he  had  taken' 
Canterbury  in  the  way  from  Dover ;  and  now  I  am  going  to  defcend  to  fome. 
particulars,  which  I  fhall  by  and  by  have  an  occafion  to  repeat,  in  order  to  (hew  you 
that  it  is  impoflible  (I  will  not  change  the  word)  that  it  is  impoffible  but  that 
Baldwin's  account  fhouid  be  perfectly  true he  told  him,  that  in  his  return  from 
Paris  to  England,  he  had  landed  at  Dover,  and  fo  came  through  Canterbury  ;  and 
at  Canterbury  he  had  engaged  a  man  to  make  a  tin-machine,  which  you  will  fee 
by  and  by,  fomewhat  refembling  a  tin  canifter,  the  purpofe  of  which  was,  to  act 
the  part,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  of  a  lantern ;  that  is,  that  a  candle  might  be  enclofed  in 
it,  and  yet  the  candle  perfectly  be  hid,  fo  that  no  eye  mould  fee  the  light  ;  that  the  man 
he  employed  to  make  this  tin  canifter  for  him,   was  an  awkward  fellow,  and 
let  about  it  in  a  way  that  convinced  him    he  was  dull;   and  did   not  compre- 
hend his  meaning ;  but  that  his  fervant,  a  lad,  had  a  much   brighter  genius 
than  his  mafter,  and  very  well   underftood  his  directions  ;   that    he    fet  about 
the  work  and  he  made  the  canifter  for  him.     Gentlemen,   you  will  remember 
thefe  particulars ;   he  told    him,   that  he    had    ordered   two  more  at  another 
fhop,   but  had  not  time  to  ftay  for  them  ;   and'  fo  left  them  behind  him,  but 
this  canifter  he  took  with  him  ;  he  told  him  that  when  he  came  to  Portfmouth,  he  took 
a  lodging;  I  had  forgot  the  wooden  box;  he  told  him  that  he  likewife  got  made  for 
him  a  wooden  box  ;  I  told  you  that  the  ufe  of  the  canifter  was  to  contain  a  candle 
hiding  it ;  the  ule  of  the  box  was  to  contain  the  combuftibles  which  were  to  be  lighted 
by  the  match,  in  order  to  fet  the  place  on  fare*  the  preparation  and  the  ingredients 
of  this  you  will  have  an  account  of.    He  told  him  he  had  taken  a  lodging  at  Portf- 
mouth, at  a  Mrs.  Boxeli's,  where  he  had  made  fome  preparations  for  the  work  of  fet- 
ting  the  place  on  fire  ;  I  mould  have  told  you  in  the  converfation  with  regard  to  Can- 
terbury, he  told  Baldwin  likewife  of  a  quarrel  which  he  had  had  there  with  a  dragoon, 
which  had  led  to  a  fight  of  this  canifter  under  the  flap  of  his  coat ;   he  faid  at  Mrs. 
Boxeli's  he  had  made  preparations  in  order  to  let  the  ftore-howfes  on  fire;  -  and  he  told 
him  there  the  manner  of  his  making  this  compofitio'n  ;  that  it  was  by  grinding  char- 
coal with  water  very  fine  upon  a  colour  {tone,  fuch  as  painters  ufe  in  grinding  their 
paint,  not.  with  a  peftle  and  mortar  ;  that  it  was  ground  to  an  exceeding  fine  powder 

C   ~  that 


[    8  ] 

that  it  was  then  to  be  mixed  with  gunpowder  :   he  then  mentioned  to  him  how  tt 
was  to  be  diluted  with  water,  and  what  proportions  of  the  powder  and  the  charcoal, 
and  to  what  confiftenc.y  it  was  to  be  mixed  ;  and  lb  this  ended  with  the  particulars  of 
how  this  compofition  was  made  :  the  prifoner  told  him  that  in  the  .afternoon  of  the 
6th,  the  day  before  the  fire,  being  in  the  Rope-houfe,  he  got  a  parcel  of  hemp  and 
ftrewed  the  hemp  about  where  he  intended  the  match  to  be-,  that  he  laid  a  bottle  of 
turpentine  on  its  fide,  with  hemp  placed  in  the  neck  of  the  bottle  inftead  of  a  cork; 
that  he.laid  the  match  upon  a  piece  of  paper  in  v/hich  was  fome  gunpowder,  and 
over  the  gunpowder  fome  hemp  ftrewed  very  light ;  he  told  him  that  as  foon  as  the 
match  reached  the  gunpowder,  it  would  fire  the  hemp,  and  he  mentioned  alio  his 
throwing  a  quart  of  turpentine  about  the  hemp  ;  all  thefe  particulars  he  told 
this  man  of  the  manner  of  fetting  it  on  fire  ;  I  mould  have  told  you  that  he  faid  this 
Mrs.  Boxell  was  impertinent,  and  turned  him  out  of  his  lodgings-,  he  told  him  a  cir- 
curnftance of  his  being  fbut  in  at  the  Rope-houfe-,  that  he  was  ib  long  in  the  place 
about  this  work  that  the  time  of  (hutting  it  up  had  arrived,  and  when  he  attempted 
to  go  out  at  the  door  at  which  he  got  in,  he  could  not  get  out  •,  that  after  having 
walked  up  and  down  without  his  fhoes  to  avoid  being  heard,  and  endeavouring  to 
get  out  quietly,  finding  all  that  impracticable,  that  he  knocked,  and  cried  out  hollow  ! 
upon  which  aperfoncame  to  the  door  and  afked  who  is  there  ?  that  the  perfon  di- 
rected him  to  go  ftraight  forward,  and  poffibiy  he  would  find  a  door  open  ;  however, 
he  did  happen  to  get  out:  he  mentioned  alio  the  circuniftan.ee  of  his  calling  to  a 
perfon  on  the  outfide,  under  appreherifions  of  his  being  (hut  in  -,  he  likewife  told  his 
acquaintance  Mr.  Baldwin,  that  he  had  been  before  on  the  fame  day  in  the  Hemp- 
houfe  ;  it  was  the  Rope-houfe  you  obferve  that  was  fet  on  fire  -,   that  in  -  the  Hemp- 
houfe  he  had  laid  the  tin  canifter  which  he  had  got  made  :  you  will  be  plealed  to  ob- 
ferve he  did  not  effect  the  fire  m  the  Rop^-houfe  by  means  of  the  tin  canifter  ;  I  have 
told  you  already  how  he  effected  that,  but  the  tin  canifter  he  got  made  at  Canterbury 
was  laid  in  the  Hemp-houfe,  which  was  not  fet  on  fire,  for  by  the  providence  of  God,  the 
matches  which  had  been  lighted  had  luckily  gone  out    that  there  he  had  likewife  laid 
a  fquare  box,  in  which  fquare  box  there  was  room  to  put  a  candle  •,  that  he  had  put  into 
the  box  tar  and  turpentine,  and  hemp  and  other  combuftibles     thefe  things  he  faid 
he  placed  in  the  Hemp-houfe  •,  that  making  all  this  preparation,  and  doing  this  in 
the  Hemp-houfe,  had  taken  up  a  great  deal  of  time  ;  that  he  was  fo  much  heated, 
though  in  the  month  of  December,  that  he  had  pulled  off  his  coat  which  he  could 
not  find  for  fome  time ;  that  when  he  found  it,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  hemp  flick- 
ing to  it,  which  he  picked  off  as  well  as  he  could  ;  he  faid  the  next  day  he  went  into 
the  Hemp-houfe,  in  order  to  fet  it  on  fire  ;  the  candle  was  placed  in  the  wooden  box, 
and  within  this  tin  machine;  and  he  mentioned  to  him  this  circurnftance  likewife, 
that  he  had  bought  fome  matches  for  the  purpoie  of  lighting  it  of  a  woman  at  Portf- 
mouth,  which  he  luppofed  were  damp,  becaufe  he  could  not  make  them  catch  fire,  in 
order  to  light  the  candJe  ;  fo  you  fee  the  laving  of  the  Hemp-houfe  from  deft  ruction 
that  day,  was,  becaufe  the  matches  were  not  fo  well  made,  or  being  well  made,  had 
been  fo  long  made  that  the  wood  was  not  dry  enough,  and  would  not  catch  fire,  foas 
to  enable  him  to  light  the  candle  •,  for  if  the  candle  had  been  lighted,  the  Hemp-houfe 
muft  infallibly  have  been  burnt-,  then,  he  fays,  that  not  being  able  to  fet  that  on 
fire,  he  got  fome  matches  of  a  better  fort,  and  then  returned  to  the  Rope-houfe  -, 
that  there  he  placed  himlelf  in  fuch  a  way,  as  that  no  body  could  fee  it  •,  when  he  ftruck 
a  light,  that  he  lighted  the  match,  and  every  thing  being  prepared  he  went  away, 
leaving  that  to  be  burnt,  very  much  vexed  that  he  was  not  able  to  fet  the  Hemp- 
houfe  alfo  on  fire ;  that  he  let  out  as  faff,  as  he  could  from  Portfmouth  -,  that  juft  after 
his  leaving  the  town  he  overtook  a  woman  in  a  cart ;  that  he  got  her  leave  to  get  into 
her  cart,  for  the  fake  of  expediting  his  journey,   that  he  gave  her  6d.  in  order 
to  make  hafte  with  him  ;  that  he  then  haftened  to  London  as  faft  as  he  could. 
Another  circurnftance,  likewife,  he  mentioned;  that,  befides  the  lodging  which  he 
took  of  Mrs.  Boxell,  he  took  another  of  a  woman  on  Portfmouth  Common  j  the 
->ious  man  mentioned  fomething  to  be  done  to  the  poor  woman  of  whom  he  took 
the  lodgings  •,  they  had  a  very  fortunate  efcape  too,  for  his  intention  was  to  fet 
'.hofe  lodgings  on  fire,  in  order  to  engage  the  engines,  that  they  might  noc  affift  to 
extinguifh  the  fire  in  the  Dock-yard  -,  but  by  good  luck  that  did  not  fucceed  neither: 
miming  a  houfe  was  nothing  to  him  5  he  told  Baldwin  a  circurnftance  of  his  leaving  a 
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bundle  at  the  lodging  on  the  Common  ;  he  faid,  that  he  had  come  away  fromPortf- 
niouth  in  fo  great  a  hurry,  that  he  had  not  time  to  go  there  for  it,  and  that  bundle, 
he  faid,  contained  three  books,  the  titles  of  which  he  mentioned  ;  there  was  an 
Englilli  tranflation  of  Juftin,  another  of  Ovid's  Metamorpholes,  and  there  was  a 
Treatiie  of  the  Art  of  War  and  of  making  Fire  Works,  or  fomething  of  that  fort, 
and  likewife  a  pair  of  breeches,  a  pair  of  buckles,  and  a  French  paflport  ;  all  thefe 
-things,  he  faid,  were  in  his  bundle,  which  he  had  leit  with  the  woman,  at  his  lodg- 
ings at  Portfmouth  Common  ;  now  all  thefe  particulars  he  told  to  Baldwin.  I  men- 
tioned to  you  juft  now,  Gentlemen,  that  it  would  come  out  in  the  courfe  of  this  caufe, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  Baldwin  to  have  invented  this  (lory  ;  but  that  it  mud  be,  that 
the  prifoner  had  told  it  to  Baldwin  :  now  I  will  tell  you  why  I  faid  ib;  Baldwin  having 
made  a  diicovery  of  thefe  converfations,  that  he  had  held  with  this  man,  to  the  effect 
1  have  mentioned,  then  it  was  that  an  enquiry  was  made  into  thefe  particulars  •,  for 
that  led  to  ail  the  difcoveries,  of  which  you  (hall  now  have  an  account,  and  which  will 
be  proved  to  you  in  evidence.  In  the  firft  place,  I  will  mention  to  you,  not  in  theor- 
..der  of  time  in  which  the  difcoveries  came  out,  but  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  I  have 
mentioned  the  tranfadions  themfelves  to  have  happened  :  having  told  the  (lory  to  this 

.Baldwin  of  what  had  paffed  at  Canterbury  and  the  other  places,  meffengers  were  lent 
to  all  thefe  places  to  find  out  the  people  referred  to,  and  to  fee  whether  thefe  feveral 
accounts  were  true  or  no;  upon  enquiry,  they  found  out  the  perlbns  who  made  thefe  tin 
canifters,  not  only  the  perfons  that  made  the  tin  canifters  by  his  directions,  which  he 
had  left  upon  their  hands,  not  having  time  to  ftay  for  them;  but  we  found  out  the 
very  perfon  who  made  the  tin  canifter  that  was  lett  in  the  Hemp-houfe,  in  order  to  let 
it  on  fire  ;  you  will  fee  the  very  boy  who  made  this,  and  he  confirms  exactly  the  ac- 
count as  related  by  Baldwin  •,  that  his  mafter  having  .firft  .  been  employed  to  do  this 
work,  and  not  rightly  underftanding  the  instructions  lie  received,  that  the  boy  under- 
Handing  them,  made  the  canifter,  and  the  boy  will  fwear,  that  the  very  canifter  now 
to  be  produced  at  your  bar,  and  which  was  found  in  the  Bemp-houfe,  he  made  for  the 
prifoner.  The  ftory  of  his  quarrel  with  a  dragoon  at  Canterbury,  will  be  confirmed 
by  the  dragoon  who  quarreled  with  him  ;  the  ftripping  off,  or  taking  up  the  lappet  of 
his  coat,  and  the  feeing  the  canifter  under  it  at  that  time.  The  making  of  the  wooden 
box  will  be  proved  ;  thewitnefs  (wearing  to  the  identity  of  the  perfon,  bywhofe  or- 
der it  was  made.  Mrs.  Boxell  will  be  produced  to  you.;  fhe  will  tell  you,  that  this  very 
prifoner  at  the  bar,  came  to  her  houfe  to  take  a  lodging,  the  day,  I  think,  before  the  fire 
happened ;  that,  afterwards,  obferving  a  ftrange  fulphureous  fmeli  in  the  lodging,  fhe 
went  about,  infide  and  outfide  of  the  houfe,  and  could  not  guefs  from  whence  it 
came  ;  that  the  next  morning,  there  was  the  like  Ifnell  ;  ihe  then  traced  it  to  the  very 
room  that  the  prifoner  had  taken  to  lodge  in ;  fhe  found  him  ,at  work,  in  preparing- 
combuftibles,  and  there  wasaftenchof  gunpowder,  or. nitre,  or  whatever  it  was,  which" 
I  mentioned  to  you  juft  now  from  the  account  he  gave  to  Baldwin,  how  he  had  pre- 
pared this.;  we  will  produce  to  you  the  perfon,  upon  whole  colour-ftone  ihe  prifoner 
ground  the  very  charcoal,  and  who  .faw  the  prifoner  grinding  the  charcoal.  Gen- 
tlemen, we  will  prove  thecircumftaace,  I  mentioned  to  you,  of  the  Rope-houfe  being 

*  fhut,  and  the  prifoner  being  fhut  in  ;  we  will  prove  by  the  recollection  of  the  people 
in  the  Rope-yard,  thai  there  was  a  man  exactly  in  die  circumstances  shat  be  -defcribes 
himlelr  to  Baldwin  to  have  been  in,   making  a  noife  ;  asking  the  witr.ef-,  how  he- 
could  getout,  and  his  giving  him  the  beft: direct  ion  s-he  could,  leaving  him -there  fpeaV 
ing  to  the  watchman,  the  watchman  faying,  he  muff,  ftay  there  all  night,  the  hour  of 
call  being  over ;  but  perfectly  recollecting  the  circumftances  in  the  way,  in  which  he 
himfelf  defcribed  them.  Gentlemen,  we  will  likewife  produce,  it  is  marvellous  that  we  are 
able  to  doit;  but  it  is  owing  to  the  great  vigilance  and  care  of  the  noble  perfon  who  was 
at  the  head  of  this  enquiry,  and  who  has  fpated  no  pains,  in  order  to  investigate  every 
circumftance  as  far  as  poffible  ;  though  one  mould  not  have  fuppofed,  that  any  human 
enquiry  could  have  reached  fuch  circumftances  as  thefe  ;  but  we  will  produce  to  you 
the  very  woman  that  he  bought  the  matches  of ;  fhe  favv  him  yefterday,  and  fhe  will 
tell  you,  that  that  man  at  the  bar,  and  fhe  noted  him  particularly,  becaufe  he  was 

■  not  fuch  fort -of  a  man  as  ufually  come  upon  thefe  errands;  he  came  to  her  fhop 
the  day  before  the  fire  to  buy  a  bundle  of  matches;  that  he  afked  her  whether  they 
would  light  quick,  rejecting  one  bundle  and  choofing  another ;  fhe  remembers  n-fs 
taking  out  a  handful  of  filver,  and  having  but  one  halfpenny,  fhe  remembers  that 
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particularity;  the  man  being  dreffed  fo  particular,  and  unlike  perfons  that  call  upon 
fuch  errands,  ftruck  her  obfervation,  and  (he  will  fwear  to  the  identity  of  the  perion. 
There  is  yet,  behind,  one  more  circumftance,  that  places  it  b>  yond  the  pofTibility  of 
fu  I  pit  ion-,  the  bundle  that  I  told  you  of,  could  not  be  found;  for  Mrs.  Boxell, 
where  he  actually  did  lodge,  nor  any  body  there,  could  hear  of  any  other  lodging 
that  he  had  taken  •,  fne  remembered  that  me  had  feen  fuch  a  bundle,  that  the 
prifoner  hud  with  him  the  firft  day but  what  was  become  of  the  bundle,  and 
where  he  had  left  it,  ©r  whether  he  took  it  away  with  him,  God  Almighty  knew! 
nobody  could  give  an  account.  At  laft,  after  great  fearch  and  enquiry,  the  bundle 
was  found  in  the  poffefilon  of  another  woman,  whofe  lodgings  he  had  taken,  and 
who  had  no  fufpicion  about  what  the  man  was ;  fhe  wondered  that  he  had  not  re- 
turned, and  kept  the  bundle  unopened,  expecting  him  to  call  every  day  for  ir. 
Upon  opening  the  bundle,  there  were  the  very  things  he  had  defcribed ;  an  Englifh 
Juftin,  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  a  Treacife  on  the  Art  of  War  and  of  making  fire 
works,  and  there  was  this  perfon's  paffport  from  the  French  Government;  all  thefe 
things  were  found  juft  exactly  as  he  had  defcribed  them  to  Mr.  Baldwin  ;  and  you 
will  have  iikewife  an  account,  that  in  that  bundle  are  a  pair  of  buckles,  belonging 
to  the  prifoner,  whom  a  witnefs  will  be  produced  to  you  to  prove  that  he  has  leen, 
ias  far  as  he  can  remember,  that  pair  of  buckles  in  the  fhoes  of  the  prifoner. 
Gentlemen,  there  is  yet  one  more  circumftance;  you  will  have  the  woman  that  took 
him  up  in  her  cart,  and  flie  will  iwear  to  the  very  man,  to  the  bringing  him  two 
miles  in  her  cart,  and  while  they  were  juft  at  parting  the  blaze  of  the  fire  at  the 
-Rope-houle  burft  out.  Now,  when  you  have  all  thefe  circumftances  proved  to  you  in 
evidence,  will  not  you  fay  that  I  was  well  warranted  in  infifting  that  it  was  impoffible 
fox  Mr.  Baldwin  to  have  invented  this  ftory?  for  thefe  difcoveries  were  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  Baldwin's  relation  •,  not  thac  Baldwin's  relation  was  after  the  difcoveries,  for 
it  was. the  relation  of  Baldwin  from  the  mouth  of  the  prifoner  that  led  to  a  difcovery 
of  all  the  particulars  which  I  have  now  mentioned  to  you  •,  the  tenth  part  of  thefe 
circumftances,  which  I  have  opened,  would  ferve,  I  fhould  think,  to  decide  the  fate 
of  any  man  Handing  in  the  prifoner's  fituation  ;  but  it  is  the  wifh  of  the  public,  it  is 
the  wifh  of  Government,  that  all  the  'world  fhould  know  the  infamy  of  this  tranf- 
action,  and  that  they  fhould  know  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  the  forrows  they 
have  felt,  and  how  much  they  owe  to  the  providence  of  God,  that  America  has  not 
been  able  totally  to  deftroy  this  country,  and  to  make  it  bow  its  neck,  not  only  to  the 
yoke  of  America,  but  to  the  moft  petty  fovereign  in  Europe  ;  for  let  the  Englifh  navy  be 
deftroyed,  and  here  was  a  hand  ready  to  effect  it-,  let  but  the  Englifh  navy  be  de- 
ftroyed,  and  there  is  an  end  of  all  we  hold  dear  and  valuable-,  the  importance  of  the 
fubject,  the  magnitude,  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  thing  calls  for  a  more  par- 
ticular investigation,  than  any  other  fubject  of  what  kind  foe ver  could  demand  ;  and 
therefore  I  need,  I  hope,  make  no  apology  for  having  defcended  lb  particularly  into 
thefe  minute,  if  any  of  them  can  be  called  minute,  particulars  of  this  ftory  ;  we  fhall 
prove  all  thefe  circumftances  to  the  full,  and  furely  there  can  be  no  doubt  what  fhall 
be  done  with  the  man.  I  (hall  be  glad  to  hear  what  he  has  to  fay  for  himfelf,  and  I 
fhall  be  giad  if  he  is  able  to  lay  this  guilt  at  any  body's  door  befides  thofeto  whom  he 
has  laid  it.  I  wifh  Mr.  Silas  Deane  were  here,  a  time  may  come,  perhaps,  when  he 
and  Dr. Franklin  may  be  here.- 

Prifoner.  He  is  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world. 


James 
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James  Russell  fw6rn.     ~x  ?$r<irlj  sbrij  gry/,' 

■ 

P.  You  are,  I  believe,  employed  in  Portfmouth-Dock  ? 

Ruffell.  I  am.  :  .^fcaiduebnU 

i  siffe  In  -what:  capacity  ? 

Kuff'elk  I  am  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  Rope- Yard,  ijq: 

Dbyou  remember  the  day  when  theRope-Hoa-fewas  fet  on  fire  ? 

Rujjell:  Yes,  it  was  'on  Saturday --the  7th  day  of  December ;  the  fire  was  firft 
perGeh'^d!  at  half 'after  four  in  the  afternoon. 

i^.- Was  the  Kope-Houfe  confumed  by  that  fire  ?   . .  i\  ;     '     .'  ... 
■   Rujjell;  Yes,  entirely.  •  •  .  lb  .  .  ' 

i^.  What  was  in  the  Rope-Houfe  that  was  burnt  ? 

Rufell.  Some  hemp-toppings  which  were  in  the  middle  loft  cf  the  Hemp- Moufe. 

Was  there  any  thing  elie  that  was  burnt  ? 
Rufjell.  Some  cordage  en  the  ground  floor. 
^  It  is  the  place  where  cordage  and  hemp  ufually  are  kept  ? 
Ruffell.  Yes. 

",  £K  And  there  were  fome  there  at  that  time  which;  was  burnt  ? 
Ruffell.  It  was. 

Q  Did   you  at  any  time  find  any  thing  particular  in  the  Hemp-Houfe  at 

Portfmouth  ?  . 

Ruffell.  Yes,  on  the  15th  of  January  I  found  a  tin  cafe  in  the  Hemp-Houfe. 
\fThe  witnefs  is  fhewn.  a  titi  cafe  or,  'canifter.~]  This  appears  to'  be  the:  tin  caie.  that  I 
took  up  in  the  Hemp-Houfe;  there  is  a  piece  cf  wood  hollowed  out,,  which  is  infide 
it,  and  a  thin  piece  of  wood  nailed  at  the  top  of  it;  there  are  matches,,  and  tar,  and 
oil,  and  other  combuftibles.  I  ha-ve  no  doubt  but  this  is.'the  tin  cate  ;  this  box  g,oes 
into  it-,  they  were  leparate  when  I  found  them. 

i^.  What  did  you  find  elle  befides  thefe  twb  things  ? 

Ruffell.  A  bottle,  which  appeared  by  the  fmell  to  have  held  fpirits  of  turpentine, 
or  fomcthing  of  that  quality ;  and'  there  were  fome  common  wooden  matches,  fuck 
as  are  generally  fold  at  chandler's  (hops,  which  I  found  lying  in  the  Hemp-Houie 
juit  by  this  tin  canifter. 

i^.  Whereabout  in  the  Hemp-Houfe  ? 

Ruffell.  In  the  centre  of  the  mow  of  hemp  there  were  fome  bundles  of  refufed 
hemp.  There  is  certain  hemp  w'hich  is  refuied,  which  is  not  according  to  the  con- 
tract, which  is  put  by  and  is  returned  to  the  merchant ;  this  was  behind  thofe 
bundles  of  hemp  which  were  then  in  the  very  centre  of  the  mow. behind  feveral 
other  bundles. 

"Were  thefe  things  eafy  to  be  difcovered,  or  were  they  concealed  ? 
Ruffell.  They  had  the  appearance  of  concealment. 

£>.  Could  they  be  difcovered  without  removing  thofe  bundles  of  hemp,  behind' 
which  they  were  put  ? 

Ruffell.  Not  conveniently.  There  was  a  pafiage  that  went  up  at  the  end  of  the 
bundles  of  this  hemp,  and  a  perfon  probably  might  have  difcovered  it.  At  the 
ends  of  the  bundle  of  hemp,  there  is  a  little  paffage  ;  a  perfon  might  have  gone  up 
to  the  upper  end  of  it  and  have  difcovered  this,  if  he  had  had  any  apprehenfions 
of  fuch  a  thing. 

4^.  Was  there  any  loofe  hemp  near  it  ? 

Ruffell.  Yes,  what  we  call  dunnage ;  that  is  the  refufe  of  the  hemp  which  we  generally 
lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  hemp  to  preferve  it  from  any  moifture  that  may  arife  from 
the  foundation  ;  thofe  combuftibles  were  laid  upon  that;  there  was  alio  fome  brown 
paper;  when  we  found  all ''thele,  parts  of  the  machine  they  were  put  together,  and 
then  made  the  appearance  of  a  dark  lantern ;  .  there  was  fome  brown  paper  laid 
near  it,  which  appeared  to  have  been  tared  ;  when  this  thing  was  all  united  we  put 
it  upon  the  paper  that  was  tarred,  and  the  paper  feemed  as  if  it  had  been  round  this 
tin  cafe ;  it  feemed  as  if  it  had  been  thrown  over  the  bundle,  and  by  linking  againft 
the  mow  of  hemp,  the  parts  had  leparated  ;  that  was  the  idea  that  I  formed  of  the, 
matter. 

igi  Then -you  communicated  it  to  the  proper  officer  at  the  Dock-Yard? 

,D  Ruffell. 
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Ruffdl.  I  did. 

j^.  Were  thefe  things  found  in  fuch  a  place,  that  if  a  fire  had  arifen  in  confe- 
quence  of  them,  the  Hemp-H6ufe  and  the  hemp  in  it  muft  probably  have  been 
con  fumed  ? 

Rujfell.  Undoubtedly. 

4>.  That  Hemp-houfe,  I  fuppofe,  from  its  name,  is  the  place  where  the  hemp 
belonging  to  the  Dock  is  kept? 

Rujfell.  Yes,  the  ground  floor  upon  which  this  tin  cafe  was  found  was  full  of 
hemp,  and  this  was  the  fituation  of  the  machine  ;  it  could  not  have  been  thrown 
in  at  a  venture.  The  confirmation  that  I  put  upon  it  was,  That  it  muft  have  been 
thrown  over  the  bundles  of  refufed  hemp,  for  they  were  as  high  as  my  head,  and 
therefore  it  is  poffible,  and  I  apprehend  that  was  the  cafe,  that  it  was  thrown  again'!; 
the  mow  from  which  it  rebounded  and  feparated. 

Court.  Prifoner,  I  would  once  for  all,  without  repeating  it  to  you  after  every 
witnefs  is  called,  inform  you,  That  you  are  at  liberty  to  afk  any  witnefs  what 
queftions  you  think  fit,  after  the  examination  is  gone  through  by  the  Crown, 
l'ou  know  beft  your  own  defence. 

William  Tench  fworn. 

£>.  Did  you  ever  fee  the  prifoner  ? 
Tench.  I  have. 
£K  Where? 

Tench.  At  my  matter's  houfe  juft  without  Weftgate,  Canterbury. 
£K  Did  you  make  any  tin  thing  for  him  ? 
Tench.  Yes.    I  did. 

£K  Look  at  that,  and  tell  us  whether  that  is  the  thing  that  you  made  for  him  ? 

Tench.  Yes,  this  is  the  machine. 

Q  When  was  it  you  made  it  for  him  ? 

Tench.  About  a  month  or  fix  weeks  before  Chriftmas. 

When  was  the  firft  time  fince  that,  that  any  enquiry  was  made  of  you  about 
making  this  canifter? 

Tench.  On  the  Monday  before  lafl. 

Prifoner.  You  fay  you  made  this  canifter  for  me,  a  month  or  fix  weeks  ago  ? 
Tench.  No  •,  a  month  or  fix  weeks  before  Chriftmas. 
•  Prifoner.  How  do  you  know  the  canifter  ? 
Tench.  I  know  it  by  the  feam. 

Prijoner.  I  faw  a  canifter  a  few  days  ago  with  the  fame  feam  as  that  j  how  can  you 
know  one  feam  from  another  ? 

Tench.  Becaufe  this  is  fo  very  bad  foddered;  I  took  particular  notice  of  it  when 
you  came  to  me  about  it. 

Prifoner.  Can  you  fvvear  to  the  fodder  ? 

Tench.  Yes. 

Prifoner.  How  do  you  know  me  ;  by  my  face,  or  drefs,  or  voice,  or  what  ? 
Tench.  1  know  you  are  the  very  man  that  came  to  me  about  it.    I  know  you  by 
your  perfon,  by  your  hair,  and  by  your  cloaths  that  you  have  on  now. 
Prifoner.  What  particular  garment  ? 
Tench.  You  had  on  the  fame  coat  you  have  now. 
Prifoner.  This  coat  ?  {his  great  coat.) 

Tench.  No  •,  not  your  great  coat,  the  other,  or  near  upon  fuch  a  colour. 
Prifoner.  On  what  particular  d^y  did  you  make  this  tin  canifter  ? 
Tench.  I  really  cannot  tell. 
■  Prifoner.  Was  it  fo  much  as  fix  weeks  before  Chriftmas  ? 
Tench.  That  is  as  nigh  as  1  can  tell. 
Prifoner.  Was  it  more  or  leis  do  you  think  ? 
T mch.  I  really  cannot  tell. 

Prifoner.  I  think  he  ought  to  recollect  whether  it  ifrfpore  or  -lefs  than  fix  weeks  be- 
fore Chriftmas, 

-Evizabe-th 
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Elizabeth  Boxell /worn. 

Have  you  ever  feen  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  before  ? 
Boxell.  I  have. 
J^.  When  did  you  fee  him  ? 

Boxell.  The  day  before  the  yard  was  on  fire,  at  my  houfe, 
i$\  Where  is  your  honfe  ? 

Boxell.  At  No.  10.  Barrack  flreet,  Portfmouth  ;  he  came  to  me  for  a  lodging. 

Did  he  lodge  at  your  houfe  ? 
Boxell.  One  night. 

What  night  was  that  ? 
Boxell.  The  night  before  the  fire  happened.  . 

Did  youobferve  any  thing  particular  relating  to  him,  or  the  room  he  lodged 

in? 

Boxell.  I  obferved  a  very  fulphureous  fmell  on  the  Friday,  and  on  the  Saturday, 
i^.  Thatv/as  when  hefirflcame  to  your  houfe  ? 

Boxell.  Yes,  on  the  morning  of  the  Saturday,  my  houfe  was  in  a  very  great  fmell 
and  fmoke  ;  I  went  up  flairs  and  pu/hed  open  the  door,  and  I  could  not  fee  my  hand 
before  me,  becaufe  of  the  fmoke  ;  there  was  a  fulphureous  fmell  in  the  room  and  the 
grate;  I  afked  him  what  he  was  about,  whether  he  was  going  to  let  my  houfe  on  fire  ? 
He  afked  me  what  I  was  afraid  of?  I  faid  I  was  afraid  he  was  going  to  let  my  houle 
on  fire,  for  fire  was  a  thing  I  much  dreaded  ;  he  afked  me  if  1  had  ever  fullered  by 
fire  ?  I  faid  no,  God  forbid  I  ever  fhould,  for  fire  was  very  dreadful  to  me  j  I  was 
much  afraid  of  fire. 

Did  you  obferve  what  occafioned  the  fmoke  in  the  room  ? 

Boxell.  As  I  was  making  the  bed,  I  turned  round  and  law  he  had  been  burning 
fomething  on  the  hub  by  the  fire-place. 

Did  you  obferve  any  thing  elie  in  the  room  ? 

Boxell.  He  had  a  lighted  candle  on  Saturday  morning;  he  had  had  a  little  bit  ot 
candle  carried  up  flairs  in  a  candleflick  for  him,  but  the  candle  that  i  took  from  him  in 
the  room,  was  not  the  fame  candle  that  I  carried  up  flairs  for  him,  for  it  was  about  half 
an  eight  candle;  he  had  fomething  in  a  chair  which  he  was  doing  fomething  with,, 
but  I  could  not  tell  what  it  was.  I  carried  the  candle  down  flairs,  and  went  up 
again  immediately,  as  fafl  as  poffible  ;  I  opened  the  window  a  little  before  I  went 
down  ;  when  I  came  up  again  he  had  fhut  it ;  I  faid  I  would  not  have  my  window  fhuc 
by  him  or  any  other  man,  that  if  I  chofe  to  have  it  open  it  fhould  be  open. 

i^.  Did  you  obferve  any  thing  elfe,  at  any  other  time  when  you  was  in  the  room  ? 

Boxell.  On  the  Friday  when  he  came  out  of  the  room,  1  went  up  •  I  faw  his  bundle ; 
I  went  to  carry  it  to  one  of  the  neighbours  to  warn  ;  when  I  opened  it,  I  faw  part  of 
an  old  fhirt,  a  pair  of  leather  breeches,  a  top  of  a  tin  cafe  -s  I  viewed  the  tin  cafe  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  to  be  fure. 
Look  at  that  tin  cafe  ? 

Boxell.  I  viewed  it  from  this  part  (pointing  out  a  particular  part  of  the  machine) 
I  think  this  is  the  fame  canifler,  it  is  as  much  like  it  as  one  thing  can  pofTibly  be 
like  another;  I  really  believe  it  to  be  the  fame. 

4>.  You  fay  you  had  fome  difpute  with  him  about  filling  your  room  with  fmoke. 
Did  you  tell  him  he  fhould  go  away  from  your  houfe? 

Boxell.  I  ordered  him  out  of  my  houfe;  he  faid  it  was  hard  he  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  put  his  things  up;  I  told  him  no,  he  fhould  quit  the  room;  he  then  faid  that 
the  candle  I  carried  down  in  the  candleflick  was  his,  and  that  he  wanted  it ;  I  told 
him  he  might  take  it  as  he  went  down  flairs ;  this  was  on  Saturday -morning  between 
nine  and  ten,  then  he  left  my  houfe,  and  he  never  returned  again. 

Court.  What  became  of  the  bundle  ? 

Boxell.  He  carried  the  bundle  in  his  left  hand,  and  I  faw  him  into  High  flreets 
for  I  got  into  the  middle  of  the  road  and  watched  him  ;  I  never  faw  him  afterwards. 
Do  you  know  whether  the  canifler  was  in  the  bundle  when  he  took  it  ? 
Boxell.  I  cannot  fay  ;-  J  faw-  the  canifter  on  Friday,  I  did.  not  fee  ic  on  Saturday. 


Jamf? 
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James  Gambier,  Efq;  /worn. 

Mr.  Gambier.  I  have  here  the  bundle  that  has  been  fpoken  of  by  the  witnefs ;  I  receiv- 
ed it  from  my  firft  clerk  John  Jeifereys;  it  has  been  in  my  pofiftffion  ever  fince  •,  it  is 
exactly  in  the  fame  ftate  now  as  when  I  received  it-,  I  received  it  on  the  21ft  of  Fe- 
biuary  in  the  morning,  about  9  o'clock. 

Eliz.  Boxell.  I  believe  that  to  be. the  bundle  ;  it  is  tied  up  in  an  handkerchief  of  the 
fame  pattern. 

John  Jeffereys  fworn. 
§K  Do  you  know  that  bundle  £ 

Jeffereys.  That  is  the  handkerchief,  I  believe  ;  indeed  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  Com- 
mifiioner  Gambier  gave  orders  on  the  evening  of  Thurfday  the  20th  of  February 
for  fearch  to  be  made  in  North-ftreet  and  the  neighbourhood,  for  fuch  a  bundle. 

Q  Where  did  you  go  to  make  that  fearch  ? 

Jeffereys.  I  ordered  a  junior  clerk,  and  a  mefienger  of  the  .office  to  make  that 
fearch  in  North-ftreet  and  its  neighbourhood  ;  they  came  back  in  about  an  hour's 
time,  and  told  me  they  had  fearched  that  ftreet  except  a  few  houfes,  in  one  of 
which,  particularly  the  perfon  was  not  at  home  •,  I  went  next  morning,  and  found. this 
bundle  at  Mrs.  Cole's,  in  North-ftreet;  I  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Gambier, 

Ann  Cole  fworn. 

Look  at  the  prifoner,  do  you  know  him.  ? 
Cole.  I  do. 

j^.  When  did  you  fee  him  ? 
Cole.  On  the  day  of  the  fire. 

Where  did  you  fee  him  ? 
Cole.  At  my  houfe  in  North-ftreet,  on  Portfmouth  Common, 
i^.  What  was  the  occafion  of  his  coming  to  your  houfe  ? 
Cole.  To  take  a  lodging  •,  he  took  one. 
Q  Did  he  leave  any  thing  when  he  went  away  ? 
Cole.  He  left  a  bundle. 
g>.  Is  that  the  bundle  ? 
Cole.  It  looks  like  it. 

What  became  of  that  bundle  ? 
Cole.  I  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Jeffereys  and  Mr.  Calden.1 

Q  Had  you  kept  the  bundle  from  the  time  the  prifoner  left  it  with  you,  till  you 
gave  it  to  thefe  gentlemen  ? 
Cole.  I  had. 

£L  How  long  did  the  prifoner  ftay  in  your  houfe  ? 
Cole.  A  quarter  of  an  hour,  not  more. 
£K  What  time  of  the  day  was  that  ? 

Cole.  In  the  forenoon,  I  can't  exactly  tell  the  hour;  it  was  between  nine  and 
twelve  ;  he  ftaid  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  then  he  went  out. 
Did  he  return  again  ? 
Cole.  No. 

£K  Did  you  open  that  bundle  ? 

Cole.  It  was  not  tied  clofe,  and  I  faw  it  a  little  way  open0 

What  did  you  fee  in  the  bundle  ? 
Cole.  I  faw  fome  books  and  other  things ;  I  did  not  untie  it,  I  delivered  it  to  thefe 
gentlemen  when  they  came  for  it. 

£>j  You  took  nothing  our,  nor  put  any  thing  in  ? 
Cole.  No. 

'  Prifoner.  My  Lord,  I  beg  Mrs.  Boxell  may  ftop. 

'  "Wl LLIAM  A B R  AM  fWQM. 

£K  What  are  you  ? 
Abram.  A  hlackfmith. 

Where 


£K  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Abram.  At  Portfmouth. 

£>.  Did  you  ever  fee  the  prifoner  before  ? 

Abram.  Yes,  he  lodged  in  the  fame  room  with  me, 
At  whofe  houfe  ? 

Abram.  At  Mrs.  Boxell's,  in  Barrack  ftreet. 

Had  you  any  particular  converfation  with  the  prifoner  ? 

Abrnm.  At  firft  he  afked  me  whether  there  was  any  preffing-,  I  told  him  yes,  they 
prefs'd  very  hot  ;  that  the  conftables  had  prefs  warrants,  to  take  up  all  the  people 
that  could  not  give  an  account  of  themfelves ;  fays  he,  fuppofe  they  were  to  take 
up  fuch  a  man  as  me,  I  can  give  no  account  of  myfelf,  only  by  the  writings  I  have 
in  my  pocket ;  he  asked  me  if  I  thought  if  he  was  to  get  into  the  Juftice's  hands, 
there  was  no  way  of  efcaping  I  laid  no,  there  were  gates  and  walls  all  round  ;  and 
if  he  was  not  taken  in  Portfmouth  town,  he  would  be  taken  at  the  bridge  •,  he  faid 
was  there  no  way  of  getting  over  thole  walls  ?  I  faid  no,  there  is  water  on  the  other 
fide  •,  he  then  faid  again,  is  there  no  getting  over  thofe  walls  ?  I  faid  no. 

Prifoner.  Was  any  other  thing  faid  ? 

Abram.  Yes,  he  faid  he  knew  one  Brooks  who  was  in  Newgate  j  and  he  was  cer- 
tain fure  he  would  be  hanged. 
Prifoner.  At  what  time  was  that? 
Abram.  I  cannot  juftly  fay. 
Prifoner.  Where  was  it  laid  ? 
Mr  am.  At  Mrs.  Boxell's. 
Prifoner.  In  what  part  of  the  houfe  ? 

Abram.  The  lower  room  Mrs.  Boxell  heard  the  words  as  well  as  me. 
Counfel  for  the  Crown.  Look  at  thefe  buckles  which  were  in  the  parcel? 
Abram.  There  are  a  great  many  buckles  alike,  they  are  fuch  fort  of  buckles  that 
the  prifoner  had,  they  are  the  fame  pattern. 

John  Baldwin  fvoorn. 

Prifoner.  I  can't  embrace  you  now,  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  I  did  laft  Monday  fen'night. 

•  Look  at  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  when  did  you  firft  fee  him  ? 
Baldwin.  The  7th  February. 

Where  did  you  then  fee  him? 

Baldwin.  At  Sir  John  Fielding's  ;  Lord  Temple  fent  his  fervant  to  me  on  the  6th 
of  February,  to  inform  me,  that  I  mould  be  fent  for  by  Sir  John  Fielding,  in  order 
to  give  evidence  againft  a  perfon  whom  they  looked  upon  to  be  a  painter  that  had 
come  from  America,  my  Lord  knowing  that  I  had  been  in  America. 

Q^Was  you  fent  for  under  an  imagination  that  you  might  know  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar,  having  been  in  America  and  a  painter  there  ? 

Baldwin.  Yes,  I  have  been  in  America,  at  New- York,  at  Philadelphia,  and  Amboy. 
Are  you  a  painter  by  bufinefs  ? 

Baldwin.  I  am. 

Upon   the  recommendation  of  Lord  Temple  then  you  went  to  Sir  John 

Fielding's. 

km.  I  did  •,  I  was  aflced  whether  I  knew  the  prifoner  ;  I  told  Sir  John  that  I 
\er  known  him  to  the  belt  of  my  memory  and  remembrance-,  nor  never  feen 
I  I  faw  him  in  the  other  room. 

•  Q.  The  prifoner  heard  you  fay  that  ? 

•  Baldwin.  He  did ;  he  made  me  a  bow  as  he  ftood  at  the  bar,  as  foon  as  I  had  given 
my  evf< !ence  to  Sir  John  •,  I  faw  him  afterwards  in  another  room. 

"What  pa(Ted  in  tiiat  other  room  ? 
Baldwin.  I  went  to  fign  my  name  to  the  depofition  I  had  made  •,  as  I  was  gotVig 
awav  ri~e  prifoner  beckoned  to  me  with  his  head  ;  I  went  and  fat  down  by  him  ;  he 
afked  me  what  part  of  America  I  had  been  in,  and  who  I  knew  there ;  I  mentioned 
Philadelphia  •,  he  afked  me  if  I  knew  any  printers  there  •,  I  faid  I  did  many  •,  who  did 
I  i:no  ,.  there  ?  I  mentioned  feveral  •,  he  faid  I  fee  that  you  know  the  place  very  well  ; 
you  are  no:  like  evidences  thar  have  been  brought  againft  me  •,  there  was  one  perfon 
, £a-;d  he  knew  me,  but  I  had  changed  the  colour  of  my  hair ;  did  they  imagine  that  I 
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was  a  cameleon  ?  there  was  another  perfon  faid  I  was  tranfported  from  Gloucefter 
gaol ;  but,  faid  he,  you  are  a  gentleman,  and  1  wifh  it  was  in  my  power  to  make  you 
a  faeisfa&idn  ;  he  told  me  he  would  be  very  glad  to  fee  me.  at  a  place  called  New 
Prifon  ;  I  faid  I  would  come  there  whenever  he  pleafed,  if  I  could  get  admiffion ;  he 
faid  I  don't  know  what  time  1  fhall  be  discharged  from  here,  but  if  you  will  come  be- 
tween threeand  four,  I  dare  fay  you  will  fee  me  ;  I  went  to  New  Prifon  about  four  o'clock, 
1  faw  the  pjifojaer  there,  he  and  I  walked  together  ;  we  adjourned  to  a  corner  byour- 
felves  between  the  two  gates  ■,  he  difcloled  a  great  deal  about  America,  mentioning 
gentlemen's  names  in  America  that  he  knew  ;  and  he  beg'd  I  would  call  upon  him 
the  next  day  when  it  fuited  me  ;  I  went  and  acquainted  my  Lord  Temple  of  what 
information  I  had  got  from  the  prifoner  ;  my  Lord  Temple  faid  he  thought  it  was 
very  materia!,  and  thought  it  proper  that  Lord  George  Germain  mould  be  ac- 
quainted with  it ;  he  wrote  a  line,  I  carried  the  letter  and  was  introduced  to  Lord 
George  Germain  •,  his  Lordfhip  faid  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion  as  Lord  Temple  -f 
and  that  it  mould  be  taken  care  rJhat  I  fhould  have  admiflion  to  fee  the  prifoner,  in 
order  to  bring  him  to  a  confefllon  if  pofnble ;  I  waited  upon  the  prifoner  the  next 
day,  and  we  had  difcourfe  again  about  America  as  before;  he  found  by  my  difcourfe 
that  I  was  an  American  by  principle;  he  afked  me  what  countryman  I  was;  I  faid  a 
Welchman;  he  faid  he  thought  at  tint  feeing  me  he  faw  in  my  face  that  I  was  a  perion 
interefted  in  the  caufe  of  America;  I  told  him  I  married  at  Amboy,  that  we  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia  and  there  lived,  where  I  had  a  fon  ;  that  that  lbn  I  had  now 
in  London. 

£K  However  you  need  not  mention  every  particular ;  you  entered  into  general  con- 
verfation,  being  both  of  the  fame  trade  and  of  the  fame  country. 

Frifomr.  I  d'efire  the  witnefs  will  fpeak  every  particular,  as  I  am  interefted  ia  it. 
Ccunfel  for  the  crown.    Be  it  fo  by  all  means,  go  on  then. 

■Baldwin.  I  mentioned  to  him  about  my  family,  that  I  had  my  fon  with  me  now  in  Lon- 
don; he  was  defirous  to  fee  him ;  I  told  him  my  wife  was  very  much  indifpofed,  which 
he  laid  he  was  forry  for;  I  waited  upon  him  from  day  today,  till  the  15th  February  j 
on  that  day  he  told  me  all  the  particulars;  he  afked  me  if  I  knew  one  Mr.  Deane  ?  I 
.  told  him  no  ;  he  faid,  not  Mr.  Deane  who  is  employed  by  the  Congrefs  at  Paris  ?• 

Prifoner.  I  remark  to  the  witnefs   that  there   is  a  righteous  Judge,  who  alio 
•  giveth  righteous  judgment ;  beware  of  what  you  fay  concerning  that  Mr.  Deane, 
perjure  not  yourfelf,  you  are  in  the  fight  of  God;  and  all  this  company  is. 

Baldwin.    The  prifoner  faid,  what  not  Silas  Deane  ?  I  told  him  no  ;  he  faid  he  is  a 
fine   clever  fellow,  and  I  believe  Benjamin  Franklin  is  employed  in  the  fame 
errand  ;  he  faid  that  he  had  taken  a  view  of  mod  of  the  dock-yards  and  fortifica- 
tions throughout  England,  and  particularly  the  number  of  guns  that  each  fliip  in 
the  navy  had,  and  likewife  the  guns  in  the  fortifications,  the  weight  of  their  metal, 
.  and  the  number  of  men;  and  he  had  been  at  Paris  two  or  three  times,  to  inform 
Mr.  Silas  Deane  of  the  particulars  of  what  he  found  in  examining  the  dock  yards. 
prifoner.  Confider  in  the  fight  of  God  what  you  fay  concerning  Silas  Deane. 
Counfel  for  the  Crown.    You  need  not  be  afraid,  Silas  Deane  is  not  here,  he  will 
be  hanged  in  due  time. 

Prifoner.    I  hope  not,  he  is  a  very  honeft  man. 

Baldwin.  He  faid  that  Silas  Deane  was  greatly  pleafed  with  what  he  had  done? 
he  acquainted  Silas  Deane  in  what  manner  he  was  to  fet  the  rope- houfes  and  the 
fhipping  on  fire  in  England  ;  that  Silas  Deane  was  amazed  that  he  fhould  under- 
take by  himfeif  to  execute  a  matter  of  that  kind,  but  he  told  Silas  Deane,  that  he 
would  do  more  execution  than  he  could  imagine,  or  any  perfon  upon  the  earth  ;  that 
then  Silas  Deane  afked  him  what  money  he  wanted  to  carry  his  fcheme  into  execution  ? 
he  told  him  not  much  ;  he  expected  to  be  rewarded  according  :o  his  merit ;  that  then 
Silas  Deane  gave- him  bills  to  the  amount  of  300/.  and  letters  to  a  great  merchant  or  a 
greatmanin  the  city  of  London.  He  was  very  anxious  to  know  whether  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  had  been  defeated  between  Brunlwick  and  Trenton,  in  the  Jerfeys.  He  faid  that 
he  knew  Gen.  Wafhington  perfonally,  he  believed  that  Gen.  Wafhington's  abilities 
were  greater  than  thofe  of  Gen.  Howe,  and  that  Gen,  Washington  would  watch  Gen. 
Howe's  motions,  and  would  harrafs  him  ;  he  was  affured  that  the  Provincials  would 
conquer  this  -winter 5  that -the  __grand -campaign  was  to  be  in  thefummer;  that  Gen, 
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Wam'ngton  only  wanted  a  few  experienced  officers,  which  he  believed  would  be- 
fupplied  from  trance  ;  and  Silas  Dcane  was  appointed  for  that  purpofe  at  Paris,  to 
fupply  them  with  ammunition  and  (lores-,  but  as  for  cannon  balls,  he  laid,  they  could 
procure  a  furficiency  to  ferve  all  Europe,  in  America  at  a  place  near  Annapolis  ia 
Maryland;  that  he  himfelf  had  ieen  hkcwile  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine.  This  was 
what  paffed  in  the  courle  of  a  great  number  of  vifits.  I  waited  upon  him  from  the 
7th  of  Nov.  to  the  2-j.th.  I  never  miffed  but  one  day,  and  was  with  him  twice  on 
moil  days. 

Prifoner.    Remember  that  this  witnefs  fays  he  was  with  me  twice  moft  days. 

Baldwin.  The  prifoner  laid  he  arrived  at  Dover,  from  Pans,  and  went  to  Can- 
terbury ;  that  he  went  into  a  fhop,  and  Ipoke  for  a  machine  to  be  made. 

Prifoner.  At  what  particular  place  did  I  call  in  my  way  from  Canterbury  ?  I  muft 
have  called  at  fome  particular  place. 

Baldwin.  He  faid  he  went  into  a  fhop,  and  ordered  a  tin  machine  to  be  made^ 
which  was  by  fome  people  called  a  caniiter  •,  he  faid  the  mailer  was  a  ftupid  fellow, 
and  did  not  underftand  his  directions,  but  that  the  boy  feemed  to  be  more  ingenious 
and  underftood  it,  but  he  was  obliged  to  ftand  by  the  boy  while  he  was  making  of 
it  to  inftru£t  him,  and  he  gave  him  fomething  to  get  fome  drink  for  his  pains  j  that- 
then  he  went  into  a  publick-houfe,  with  the  caniiter  under  the  breaft  of  his  coat ; 
that  a  Dragoon  faw  fomething  under  his  coat,  and  opened  his  coat  to  fee  what 
was  under  it,  and  faid,  which  of  them  are  you  for  ?  The  Prifoner  afked,  what  do 
you  mean  ?  He  faid,  whether  you  are  a  Barber  or  a  Taylor  ?  The  Prifoner  faid,  that 
was  no  bufinefs  to  him,  and  called  him  an  impudent  fellow,  and  told  him  that  he 
did  not  mind  him,  nor  none  of  his  Mailer's  men  ;  he  faid  there  was  another  foldier 
in  the  room,  who  was  a  civil  man,  and  he  drank  with  him  that  he  went  from 
thence  to  Portfmouth,  where  he  took  a  lodging  at  one  Mrs.  BoxelPs. 

C4  All  this  is  the  account  that  he  gave  you  ? 

Baldwin.  Yes ;  in  all  the  converfations,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  word  for  word. 
He  faid  at  Mrs.  Boxell's  he  tried  his  preparations,  which  were  matches  that  he  had 
made,  by  doubling  a  fheet  of  whitilh  paper  into  ten  or  twelve  folds;  that  then  the 
paper  was  unfolded,  in  order  to  be  done  over  with  a  compofition  made  of  charcoal 
and  gunpowder;  he  faid,  if  the  paper  was  not  doubled  before  the  compofition  was 
laid  on  it  would  caufe  it  to  crack  ;  that  the  charcoal  muft  be  ground  very  fine,  upon 
a  colon r-ftone,  in  the  fame  manner  as  painters  grind  their  colours ;  but  the  gun- 
powder did  not  require  much  grinding,  he  faid;  that  that  might  be  malhed  with  a 
knife,  in  the  fame  manner  as  painters  mix  vermilion :  but,  he  faid,  they  muft  be 
very  particular  in  mixing  thefe  two  bodies  together;  that  the  charcoal  is  ground  in 
water,  and  then  mixed  to  the  conHftence  of  new  milk,  and  then  with  a  fmall  brufh 
the  paper  muft  be  painted  over  on  both  fides  with  this  compofition  ;  he  faid,  that  he 
had  managed  the  matter  fo  well,  that  one  match  would  laft  twenty-four  hours.  He 
faid,  he  lodged  at  Mrs.  Boxell's  one  night,  and  that  Mrs.  Boxell  was  a  very  impudent 
woman,  for  fhe  had  opened  his  bundle  during  his  abfence ;  he  told  me,  that  this  tin 
machine  was  a  very  curious  conftruclion  of  his  own  invention,  and  that  he  had  a 
wooden  box  made  which  had  a  hole  in  the  centre,  in  ordar  to  put  a  candle  in,  and 
in  that  box  was  tar,  turpentine,  and  hemp ;  that  the  tin  canifter  fitted  this  wooden 
box  fo  well,  that  when  the  candle  v/as  put  into  it  no  perfon  could  perceive  any  light. 
He  faid,  that  on  the  6th  of  December  he  went  into  Portfmouth  Yard,  and  got  into 
the  Hemp-houfe ;  that  there  was  a  deal  of  hemp  there,  and  it  was  matted  fo  together 
that  he  could  hardly  get  it  apart;  he  pulled  his  coat  off,  and  then,  after  lightening- 
the  hemp,  he  placed  this  canifter  over  the  box,  with  a  fmall  candle  in  it ;  that  he 
fprinkled  fome  turpentine  about  the  hemp  that  was  round  it ;  that  he  was  fome  time 
before  he  found  his  coat  afterwards,  and,  when  he  found  it,  there  was  a  deal  of 
hemp  flicking  about  it,  which  he  endeavoured  to  take  off ;  that  he  then  went  out 
of  the  Hemp-houfe,  and  got  into  the  Rope-houfe,  and  in  the  Rope-houfe  he  placed 
a  quart  bottle  of  fpirits  of  turpentine  upon  its  fide,  flopped  with  hemp  inflead  of 
a  cork,  and  clofe  to  the  hemp  he  laid  a  piece  of  paper,  and  in  this  paper  was  fome 
<lry  gunpowder. 

Prijoner.  Did  I  go  ftrait  out  of  the  Hemp-houfe  into  the  Rope-houfe  ? 
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'ouri.  You  had  better  wait  till  he  has  gone  through  his  evidence,  and  then  you 
may  a  Ik  what  queflions  you  pleafe. 

Baldwin.  To  this  gunpowder  there  was  one  of  thefe  matches,  and  over  the  powder 
he  laid  iome  hemp  ftrewed  very  light,  likewife  a  quart  of  turpentine  ftrewed  all 
about  •,  that  as  loon  as  the  fire  of  the.  match  touched  the  powder,  it  would  let  it  all 
immediately  on  a  blaze.  He  faid,  that  by  cutting  this  match  which  he  had  made, 
into  fhort  pieces,  it  would  anlwer  any  time  that  he  pleafed,  in  order  to  make  his 
elcape  •,  that  the  next  day,  which  was  the  7th  of  December,  he  went  from  Mrs. 
Boxell's,  and  took  two  other  lodgings,  one  was  at  a  publick-houfe,  and  the  other  at, 
a  private  houfe,  on  the  Common,  he  faid  in  the  North-ftreet  •,  that  he  took  particular 
notice  before  he  took  thefe  lodgings  which  houfes  had  mod  wood  about  them,  for 
he  had  his  combuftibles  ready  for  the  purpofe  of  letting  his  two  lodgings  on  fire  on 
the  lame  day  as  he  fet  fire  to  the  Rope-houfe,  in  order  to  keep  the  engines  from 
playing  upon  the  buildings  in  the  Bock-yard  ;  he  faid,  that  he  told  the  woman  at 
the  lodging  which  he  took  on  the  Common,  that  he  was  going  to  Petersfield,  and 
begged  her  to  take'care  of  his  bundle  •,  he  faid,  after  that  he  went  into  the  Dock- 
yard in  order  to  fet  fire  to  both  the  Hemp-houfe  and  the  Rope-houfe-,  that  he  firlt 
went  into  the  Hemp-houfe,  and  ftruck  a  light,  but  the  matches  which  he  had  were 
very  damp,  and  he  could  not  get  the  fulphur  to  take  fire  •,  that  he  wafted  a  whole 
box  full  of  tinder  in  order  to  light  the  candle,  and  even  blowed  at  the  tinder  till  he 
had  aimoft  burnt  his  lips  that  he  went  away  from  the  Hemp-houfe,  and  procured 
fome  better  matches ;  that  then  he  got  into  the  Rope-houfe,  and  fet  fire  to  the  match 
which  led  to  the  powder. 

Q.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  buying  of  the  matches  ? 

'Baldwin.  He  faid  he  had  bought  an  halfpenny  worth  of  matches  the  day  before  of 
a  woman. — My  Lord,  there  is  one  matter  1  forgot:  he  fajd,  the  day  that  he  put 
his  preparations  into  the  Hemp-houfe  and  Rope-houfe,  he  was  lb  long  in  the  Hemp- 
houfe  that  he  was  locked  into  the  Rope-houfe  ■,  that  when  he  came  to  the  door  which  * 
he  went  in  at,  he  could  net  get  out ;  he  laid  there  were  feveral  doors  belonging  to 
this  building,  that  he  tried  many  of  them,  and  went  the  whole  length  of  the  build- 
ing, which  was  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  yards.    He  then  went  up  Hairs, 
pulled  off  his  fhoes,  and  went  the  whole  length  there,  and  could  find  no  pofliblc 
means  to  get  out,  upon  which  he  returned,  and  got  to  the  fame  door  that  he  came 
in  at ;  there  he  heard  fome  perfons  voice,  upon  which  he  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
laid,  holloa!  They  afked,  who  was  there,  and  what  bufinefs  he  had  there  ?  He  laid, 
it  was  curiofity  that  had  led  him  there,  that  he  did  not  imagine  they  had  locked  up 
the  houle  lb  loon  ±  he  laid,  the  perfon  told  him  to  go  fcrait  forwards,  and  turn  to 
fuch  a  door,  and  he  would  be  able  to  get  out,  which  he  did  ;  he  faid,  when  he  came 
out  he  was  very  vexed  witi:  hirrjfeif-t-hat  he  could  not  fet  the  Hemp-houfe  on  fire, 
and  was  alio  vexed  becaufe  he  could  not  go  to  this  lodging  at  Portimouth  Common, 
where  he  had  left  a  parcel,  which  parcel  contained,  among  other  things,  a  piftol, 
Ovid's  Metamorphoies,  the  Arts  and  Dangers  of  War,  or  fomething  of  that  fort, 
and  a  Juftin    but  what  vexed  him  moll  was  a  paffport  that  he  had  left  which  was 
figned  by  the  French  King,  and  in  that  paffport  was  his  real  name,  but  it  was  in 
trench,  and  he  did  not  imagine  that  the  people  at  the  lodgings  could  read  or  under- 
ftand  it,  but,  he  laid,  he  was  greatly  amazed  that  they  had  not  fbund  the  bundle ; 
he  laid,  he  imagined  they  intended  to  make  a  property  of  him,  or  o.therwife.he 
thought  it  would  be  beft  to  take  no  notice  of  it,  but  let  it  lay  ;  after  fetting  fire  to 
the  Rope-houfe  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  towards  London  ;  he  faid,  that  he  was 
fo  forry  that  he  could  not  get  the  matches  to  light. in  the  Hemp-houfe,  that  he  had 
a  good  mind  to  go  and  Ihoot  at  the  windows  of  the  woman's  houfe  where  he  had 
bought  them  ;  he  faid,  that  he  had  burnt  the  bills  and  the  letter  which  he  had  from 
Silas  Deane,  on  account  of  the  behaviour  of  Mrs.  Boxell,  and  to  prevent  any  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  gentlemen  that  they  were  for;  he  faid,  that  foon  after  he  left  the  Dock- 
yard he  jumped  into  a  cart,  and  begged  of  the  woman,  to  drive  quick  :  that  he  rode 
in  this  cart  two  miles,   and  then  gave  the  woman  fixper.ee  for  driving  quick, 
for  he  had  near  four  miles  to  go  before  he  palled  the  fentries  ;  that  a  few 
minutes  after  he  had  paffed  the  fentries  he  looked  back,  and  fa.w  the  flames ; 
he  laid,  the  very  element  feemed  to  be  in  a  blaze ;  that  he  walked  all  night  on 
his  way  for  London ;  that  upon  the  road  between  the  laft  fentry  and  Kingfton 
two  dogs  barked  at  him  very  much  ;  he  faid,  he  fhot  at  them,  and  believed  he  either 
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killed  or  wounded  one  ;  that  he  arrived  at  Kingfton  the  next  morning,  which  was  Sun- 
day, between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  ;  that  be  ftaid  there  till  pretty  near  dufk,  and  then 
came  in  the  ftage  to  London,  and  waited  upon  this  great  man  in  the  City  of  London  •, 
he  faid,  he  told  the  gentleman  that  he  had  had  letters  and  bills  abouc  him  that  he 
had  received  from  Silas  Deane  at  Paris,  which  he  was  obliged  to  burn  ;  that  the 
gentleman  feemed  to  be  very  fhy  of  him,  and  told  him,  he  had  received  no  account 
from  Paris  ;  he  faid,  he  told  the  gentleman  he  might  think  what  he  pleafed,  but  he 
was  an  enemy  to  Great-Britain,  and  a  friend  to  America  •,  and  that  he  had  fet  fire  to 
the  Rope-houfe  at  Portfmouth,  which  he  would  lee  in  the  papers  of  Monday  ;  he 
faid  the  gentleman  ordered  him  to  a  certain  coffee-houfe. 

Court.  I  fuppofe,  by  your  repeating  the  word  gentleman  fo  often,  he  did  not 
mention  his  name  ? 

Baldwin.  No,  I  could  not  get  his  name  from  him;  I  wifn  I  had.  He  faid,  the 
gentleman  waited  upon  him  at  the  coffee-houfe,  where  they  had  fome  little  difcourfe, 
but  the  gentleman  ieemed  ftill  to  be  fhy  of  him  ;  he  laid,  there  was  another  gen- 
tleman in  the  coffee-houfe,  who  took  very  particular  notice  of  him,  which  he  cb- 
ferved,  and  therefore  did  not  chufe  to  Hop  long  •,  he  faid,  he  was  fo  angry  that  this 
gentleman  would  not  believe  his  word,  that  he  took  his  leave  of  him,  and  went 
directly  to  Hammerfmith  •,  that  when  he  got  to  Hammerfmith  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
this  gentleman,  and  told  him,  he  was  very  lorry  that  he  would  not  believe  what  he 
had  told  him,  but  he  was  fatisfied  he  would  receive  letters  in  a  few  days ;  that  he  was 
going  to  Briftol,  where  he  mould  hear  of  more  of  his  handy  works.  He  faid,  in  his 
way  from  hence  to  Briftol  he  called  at  Oxford. 

Court.  He  is  going  now  to  fpeak  about  Briftol-,  if  you  don't  watch  hjm  very  at- 
tentively it  is  natural  he  mould  fall  into  an  account  of  Briftol,  which  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with. 

Counfel for  the  Crown.  We  are  not  examining  about  Briftol  with  a  view  to  impute 
to  him  the  letting  Briftolon  fire,  but  to  fhew  he  was  actuated  by  the  fame  mo- 
tives towards  this  country,  with  regard  to  America,  which  operated  at  Portf- 
mouth, which  will  be  material,  as  it  will  confirm  the  defign  he  had  in  his  mind. 
We  fhall  prove  his  grinding  charcoal  upon  a  painter's  ftone  there,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances. 

Court.  Any  converfation  that  he  relates  of  the  prifoner's,  of  what  happened  at 
Briftol  that  will. confirm  this  evidence  here,  is  material. 

Baldwin.  He  faid  his  next  fcheme  was  to  fet  a  building  at  Woolwich  on  fire  ;  he 
laid  he  arrived  at  Briftol  a  few  days  before  Chriftmas  that  he  got  leave  from  a 
painter  to  grind  fome  charcoal  upon  his  colour  ftone. 

Did  he  mention  to  you  his  reafons  for  going  to  Briftol  ?  I  don't  mean  of  what 
he  intended  to  do  there -,  but  whether  he  mentioned  any  reafon  why  in  particular 
he  mould  go  to  Briftol,  any  more  than  to  Worcefter,  or  any  other  place  ? 

Baldwin.  He  faid  that  he  heard  there  were  three  or  four  fhips  that  were  there  -, 
that  one  or  two  of  them  were  mounted  with  twelve  carriage  guns  and  eight  fwivels, 
and  that  they  were  going  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  he  wanted  to  fee  thefe  veiTels. 

Court.  All  thefe  queftions  muft  neceffarily  tend  to  the  fire  at  Briftol. 

Baldwin.  He  faid,  a  painter  gave  him  liberty  to  grind  this  charcoal. 

Court.  When  was  this  ?  before  the  fire  at  Portfmouth,  or  after  it  ? 

■Baldwin.  After  the  fire  at  Portfmouth. 

'Counfel  for  the  Croivn.  We  ftiall  call  that  witnefs  to  confirm  and  prove  many  of 
thefe  things  after  the  fire  ;  that  he  called  upon  the  man  to  grind  charcoal.  Now  I 
lhall  call  that  man  to  prove  that  the  prifoner  did  grind  charcoal  at  that  houfe.  I  do 
not  mean  for  the  preparation  for  this  particular  fire,  but  only  as  a  circumftance  confir- 
matory that  he  did  hold  the  converfation  that  the  witnefs  relates,  and  did  make  fuch 
preparations. 

Court.  As  far  as  that  goes  I  fee  no  objection  to  that. 

Counfel  for  the  Crown.  Let  it  be  iuppofed'  that  the  charcoal  was  for  an  innocent 
purpofe ;  but  it  is  a  fact  that  the  witnefs  will  prove  confirmatory  of  his  having  faid 
that  he  did  fuch  a  thing. 

Baldwin.  He  laid  he  ground  it  upon  a  colour-ftone  belonging  to  a  painter  at  Briftol, 
that  he  was  above  two  hours  grinding  it,  and  the  painter  took  particular  notice  of 
that. 

Q.  He  told  you  he  went  to  Briftol  ? 

£  Baldwin. 
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Rdilwifh  He  did  tell  me  he  went  to  Briftol  •,  he  faid  he  looked  upon  that  to  be 
one  of  the  greater!  circumftances  againlt  him,  the  man  feeing  him  make  this  prepa- 
ration, grinding  this  charcoal. 

You  gave  an  account  of  this  matter,  and  in  confequence  of  that  enquiries  were 
made  of  the  ieverai  people  ? 

Baldwin.  I  fuppoic  fo. 

When  did  you  give  an  account  of  this  converfation  ? 

Baldwin.  Day  after  day  to  my  Lord  Temple,  and  from  thence  to  my  Lord  George 
Germaine  ;  it  was  on  the  1 5th  of  February  that  the  particulars  came  out.  I  was  from 
the  7th  to  the  15th  before  I  could  get  out  any  particulars.  I  communicated  an 
account  of  the  particulars  day  by  day. 

Prifoner.  I  fhould  wifh  to  hear  the  evidence  read  over. 

Mr.  Baron  Hotham.  1  certainly  will  read  it  over  to  you,  if  you  defire  it. 

Prifoner.  I  wifh  it  to  be  read,  in  order  to  refrefh  my  memory. 

Mr.  Baron  Hotham.  If  you  want  to  afk  any  queftion,  you  will  flop  me  at  the  place 
where  you  wilh  to  interpofe  your  queftion. 

Mr.  Baron  Hotham  then  read  over  his  notes  (which  were  exceeding  accurate)  of  the 
evidence  which  Baldwin  had  given.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  thus.  "  I  have  taken 
"  the  evidence  as  faithfully  and  as  exactly  as  1  could  •,  if  there  is  any  difference,  I 
"  mall  be  obliged  to  any  gentleman  in  court  who  will  be  pleafed  to  fet  me  right." 

Prifoner.  Jt  is  exceeding  well  taken  down,  my  Lord.  Now  is  it  proper,  in  the 
fight  of  God  and  in  the  fight  of  man,  that  a  man,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  fhould  come  with  deceit  in  his  heart  as  an  emiffary  from  other  people  to  infi- 
nuate  to  me,  or  any  perfon,  what  they  can  in  that  deceitful  manner  ?  If  they  are 
deceitful  enough  to  deceive  one  in  fuch  a  diftrefsful  fituation,  they  mull  certainly 
have  deceit  enough  in  their  heart  to  fpeak  lies  of  them. 

Court.  That  is  matter  of  obfervation,  which  will  come  in  with  propriety  in 
the  courfe  of  your  defence  ;  it  is  better  for  you  to  apply  yourfelf  now  to  aiking  any 
queftions  that  you  may  think  proper. 

Prifoner.  I  would  rather  afk  him  fome  queftions  after  all  the  witneffes  are  exa- 
mined. 

Counfelfor  tic  Crown.    Well,  he  fhall  fray  in  court. 

Edward  Evans  fworn. 

Was  you  at  Canterbury  at  any  time  ? 
Evans.  Yes,  from  the  month  of  January  till  the  latter  end  of  February. 
,       Did  you  ever  fee  the  prifoner  at  Canterbury  ? 
Evans.  1  think  I  have  •,  the  man  is  altered  a  great  deal  fince  I  faw  him,  but,  to  the 
belt  of  my  judgment,  he  is  the  man,  that  was  either  the  latter  end  of  October  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  in  November  to  the  belt  of  my  knowledge,  v/e  had. 
fome  words. 

Did  you  fee  any  thing  about  him  ? 
Evans.  My  comrade  was  prefent ;  he  laid  he  faw  fomething  under  his  coat. 
Q.  How  was  he  dreffed  ? 

Evans.  In  a  brown  duffil  furtout  coat,  rather  fhabby. 

Did  you  obferve  what  was  infide  the  furtout? 
■Evans.  I  did  not. 

VJames  Wilson  fworn. 
,0.  Do  you  remember  feeing  the  prifoner  at  Canterbury  ?  . 

IPilfon,  I  really  think  he  is  the  perfon  ;  but  I  had  never  feen  him  before  nor  fince 
he  had  a  dilpute  with  my  comrade  Evans.  To  the  beft  cf  my  opinion  he  wa<j 
dreffed.  mu oh  as  he  is  now.  I  cbferved  fomething  bright  under  his  -coat  that 
giiftened  like  tin. 

CX  Did  you  fee  much  of  it  ? 

Wilfn  1  did  not  make  much  obfervation  upon  it. 

Was  there  any  quarrel  or  words  between  either  of  you  ?  . 
Wilfoiu  There  had'been  a  fighting  or  a  fcufik  between  him  and  my  comrade. 

iPrijamr- 
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Prifoner.  {To  the  Counfel.)  Sir,  I  have  one  thing  to  remark :  Are  you  his  Ma- 
jetty's  Counfel  ? 

Counfel.  I  am.    What  then  ? 

Prifoner.  I  only  wanted  to  know  if  you  was  his  Britannic  Majefty's  Counfel, 
and  if  you  had  done  with  the  examination. 

John  Fisher  fwcrn,1} 

Where  do  you  live? 
Fijher.  At  Mr.  Lawrence  Tuck's  at  Canterbury. 

Do  you  know  the  prifoner  ? 
Fijher.  I  think  I  have  feen  him  before. 
Q.  When? 

Fijher.  Abour  fix  or  feven  weeks,  I  believe,  before  Chriitmas. 

Where  did  you  fee  him  then  ? 
Fifher.  At  my  matter's  (hop  ;  he  came  and  ordered  two  tin  canifters'  of  me.  My 
matter  is  a  tin-man. 

$K  What  were  his  directions  ? 

Fifher.  To  make  two  canifters  of  a  long  fquare.    I  have  got  one  here.  [[Producing 

§K  Was  that  canifter  made  by  the  Prifoner's  directions  ? 
Fijher.  Yes. 

^.  How  came  he  not  to  take  it  away  ? 

Fifher.  I  cannot  tell  ;  there  were  two  of  them  lefc; in  my  hands. 
9$.  Did  he  call  afterwards  for  them  ? 

Fifljer.  He  called  once  and  they  were  not  completed,  after  that  he  called  no  more. 
[The  machine  or  canifter  was  exacl-ly  .upon  the  fame  conftruclion  with  that  found  in  the 
.  Hemp-Houfe.~\ 

William  Baldy  fworn. 

Look  at  the  Prifoner.     Did  you  ever  fee  that  man  in  the  Dock- Yard  at 
Portfmouth  ? 
Baldy.  I  have. 

In  what  part  of  it  ? 

Baldy.  I  faw  him  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  eaft  end  of  the  Rope-houfe  upon 
the  lower  floor  where  the  cordage  is  made. 
0fa  Upon  what  day  did  you  fee  him  there  ? 

Baldy.  On  Saturday  the  7th  of  December,  which  was  the  day  of  the  fire. 
At  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  fee  him  ? 

Baldy.  Between  eleven  and  twelve,  it  might  be  nearer  twelve  than  eleven  •,  I  faw 
him  come  down  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  crofs  from  that  to  the  north  fide 
towards  where  I  was  fitting  by  myfelf. 

S%..  Did  he  fpeak  to  you  ? 

Baldy.  Yes,  he  picked  up  a  fmall  fmooth  (lone  which  he  held  up  in  his  finger  in 
this  manner,  [defcribing  it.]  Pray,  Sir,  lays  he,  Do  you  make  ufe  of  this  in  making 
cables?  The  oddnefs  of  the  queftion  made  me  look  fully  at  him-,  I  thought  he  ap- 
peared very  ignorant.  I  laid,  we  do  not  make  ufe  of  this  ;  this  is,  I  luppofe,  a 
Hone  that  is  come  out  of  the  clay  that  thole  barrels  are  filled  with  ;  there  were  then 
.  about  threefcore  and  ten  barrels  of  chy  there.;  he  ftaid  five  or  fix  minutes,  and  then 
he  left  me. 
•  jS).  When  did  ycu  fee  him  again  ? 

.  Baldy.  In  about  10  minutes, , or  it  might  be  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after. 

Where  did  you  fee  him  then  ? 
Baldy.  I  faw  him  the  fecond  time  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fame  floor;  he  had  been 
up  itairc,  I-  faw  him  come  down;  there  was  one  William  Welton  in  company  with 
me  •,  the  Prifoner  addreffed  him  with  how  do  you  do,  how  do  you  do  ?  holding  out 
his  hands  to  him;  they  fell  into  a  converfation,  which  I  thought  was  a  matter  that 
did  not  concern  me,  fuppofing  by  his  .addrsfling  him  in  that  manner  that  they 
J^new  each  other,  J  wentolF. 

Q.  Arc 


1 


[  «  ] 


^  Are  you  or  are  you  not  certain  that  he  is  the  man  whom  you  faw  in  the 

Rope-Houfe,  the  day  of  the  fire  ? 

Baldy.  I  am  certain. 
-  Court.  What  is  your  bufinefs  in  the  Dock-Yard  ? 

Baidy,  i  am  a  rope-maker. 

William  Weston  fivsrn. 

Look  at  the  prifoner.    Have  you  ever  Teen  that  man  before  ? 
Wefion.  To  the  beft  of-  my  knowledge  I  have. 

£\  Where? 

IVejlon.  Jn  the  Rope-Houfe  the  day  that  the  fire  was;  that  is  the  man  that  I  faw 
there,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.,  You  had  fome  conversation,  I  believe,  with  him  ? 

Wejlon.  Very  little. 

Had  you  feen  him  there  before,  or  did  you  know  him  before  ? 

Wefion.  I  faw  him  walking  there,  about  feven  weeks  before  the  fire  ;  he  faid  he 
had  been  round  the  Dock  then,  and  that  he  had  never  been  in  the  Dock  in  his  life 
before. 

%s  Did  you  fee  what  part  of  the  houfe  he  came  from,  on  the  7th  of  December.? 

Wefion.  I  cannot  fay  I  did. 

Did  you  fee  him  come  down  flairs  ? 
Wefion.  No. 

£K  What  is  your  employment  in  the  yard  ? 
tVelton,  I  am  a  shipwright's  apprentice. 

Edward  Carey  fivorn. 

$>.'  Was  you  at  Portfmcuth.at  the  time  of  the  fire  ? 
Carey.  I  was. 

£>.  Was  you  there  the  day  before  the  fire  ? 
Carey.  I  was. 

J9.  Do  you  remember  whether  any  perfon  was  {hut  up  in  the  Yard  ? 

Carey.  Yes,  the  night  before  the  fire,  a  perfon  was  fhut  up  in  the  Rope-Houfe. 

Q  Did  you  fee  him  ? 

Carey.  No  ;  I  heard  a  man  make  a  rumbling  noife  at  the  door  ;  I  went  up  to  the 
door,  and  ufked  him  what  he  wanted ;  he  faid,  he  was  locked  in  and  could  not  get 
out,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  we  could  letjhim  out;  I  told  him  we  could  not  let  him 
out,  he  mufi  abide  there  all  night  ;  we  left  him  in  the  houfe. 

Prifoner.  Was  it  the  night  of,  or  the  night  before  the  fire  ? 

Carey.  The  night  before  the  .fire. 

Ann  Hopkins  fmorn. 

Q.  Look  at  the  man  behind  yon  (the  prifoner)  did  you  ever  fee  him  before  ? 
Hopkins.-  Yes. 
4-  Where  ? 

Hopkins.  I  faw  him  laft  Saturday. 
£K  When  did  you  firft  fee  him  ? 
Hpkins.  The  day  that  the  Dock  was  on  nre. 
At  what-  time  ? 

Hopkins.  At  four  o'clock,  or  half  after,  I  cannot  be  exaff.  as  to  the  .  time,  I  had 
been  at  the  market;  I  was  coming  home  in  a  little  cart;  between  the  Flying  Bull  and 

Xingfton,  he  flopped  my  cart, 
i^.  Did  he  overtake  or  meet  you  ? 

Hopkins.  I  cannot  tell,  it  was  a  clofe  tilted  cart,  I  did  not  fee  him  till  he  came  clofe 
to  me;  he  flopped  my  cart,  and  afked  me  how  far  I  was  going  ?  I  faid  but  a  little 
way;  he  faid  he  would  give  me  any  thing  to  give  him  a  lift,  for  he  was  going  to  Peters- 
field  and  fhould  be  benighted  ;  he  jumped  up  into  the  cart,  and  faid,  do  ma'am  drive 
as  fail  as  you  can  5  as  I  was  coming  out  of  Kingfton,  I  called  at  a  fhop. 
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Was  he,  or  not,  heated  when  he  came  up  to  you  ? 

Hopkins.  He  was  very  much  ouc  of  breach,  when  he  came  up  to  me  I  called  at  a 
fhop  at  Kingfton  to  buy  a  pair  of  pattens ;  when  I  was  taking  ouc  the  money  to  pay 
the  woman,  the  prilbner  took  fix-pence  out  of  his  pocket  and  gave  her,  and  I  gave 
her  another. 

£\  Why  did  he  do  that? 

Hopkins,  It  was  to  make  hafte .  I  told  him  before  I  called,  that  I  mud  flop  at  a  mop  ; 
he  defired  me  not  to  flop  there,  then,  he  laid,  you  won't  wait  long,  and,  he  faid,  he 
would  give  any  thing  for  a  returned  chaile,  for  he  muft  get  to  Petersfield  chat  night 
if  he  was  alive  ;  I  drove  on  till  I  t  ame  in  fight  of  my  own  houfe,  I  (topped  to  let  my 
horfe  drink,  and  hejumpedout  of  the  cart  and  ran  away  as  fuftas  he  could. 

g).  Had  the  fire  burlt  out  at  the  time  he  left  the  cart  ? 

Hopkins.  No. 

§).  How  loon  was  it  afterwards? 

Hopkins.  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  •,  he  ran  the  main  London  road,  and  I  faw  nd 
more  of  him. 

Elizabeth  Gentell  fivom. 

£{.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Gentell.  I  live  at  Portfmouth  Common. 

Q  Look  at  the  prifoner,  you  law  him  yefterday  I  believe  ? 

Gentell.  I  did. 

i^.  When  was  the  firft  time  that  you  faw  him  ? 

Gentell.  The  day  before  the  fire  at  the  Rope-houfe  ;  I  faw  him  at  my  own  houfe 
in  Havant-flreet,  Portfmouth  common  ;  he  came  to  my  houfe  and  afked  for  a  half- 
penny worth  of  matches ;  I  took  down  two  bunches  and  put  them  upon  the  compter; 
he  afked  me  if  they  would  take  fire  quick  ;  and  he  defired  me  to  change  one  of  the 
bunches,  which  I  did  •,  he  pulled  fome  filver  out  of  his  pocket,  and  gave  me  a  half- 
penny. 

i^.  Are  you  fure  that  the  prifoner  is  the  fame  perfon  ? 
Gentell.  I  am. 

Prifoner.  How  can  you  be  certain  from  fo  fmall  a  time  as  you  have  now  taken  t» 
look  at  me ;  how  fhould  you  know  my  phyfiognomv  ? 
Gentell  (looks  at  him  again )  1  am  fure  he  is  the  man. 

•John"  Illenden  [worn. 
i^.  Did  you  ever  fee  the  prifoner  at  Canterbury  ? 

Illenden.  As  far  as  there  is  human  poffibility  of  knowing  a  man,  I  have  feen  him 
there. 

£).  What  are  you  ? 

Illenden.  A  furgeon  and  apothecary  •,  I  was  lately  an  apprentice. 
£K  On  what  bufinefs  or  occafion  did  you  fee  him  there  ? 

Illenden.  Upon  his  coming  to  buy  two  ounces  of  fpirits  of  turpentine,  and  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  falt-petre,  what  we  call  nitre. 
^.  About  what  time  was  that  ? 

Illenden.  As  far  as  I  can  recoiled,  it  was  either  three  or  four  days  before  or  after 
the  20th  of  November. 

Mary  Bishop  /worn, 

■ 

Did  you  ever  fee  the  prifoner  before  ? 
Bijbop.  Yes. 
«>.  Where? 

BiJJoop.  At  my  houfe  in  Canterbury. 

Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  you  faw  him  there  ? 
BiJJoop.  It  was  between  Michaelmas  and  Chriftmas ;    but  I  cannot  recollect  the 
particular  time. 

Had  he  any  converfation  with  you  when  he  was  at  your  houfe  at  Canterbury  ? 
.  BiJJoop.,  He  told  me  he  had  been  interrupted  by  a  dragoon  at  the  White  Horfe  ;  he 
x@ld  me  he  came  from  America  on  account  of  the  difturbances. 
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£>.  Do  you  recollect  whether  he  applied  to  you  to  direct  him  where  he  might  get 
any  thing  made  ? 

Bifljop.  He  asked  me  afterwards  where  he  might  get  a  wooden  thing  made  ? 
Prifoner.  Is  that  a  proper  queftion  to  put  ? 

Counfel.  If  I  was  to  put  an  improper  queftion  the  judge  would  Mop  me. 

Court.  No  improper  queftion  will  be  put;  and  you  ought  to  fee  by  this  time  that 
the  candor  of  the  counlel  for  the  crown  will  prevent  them  putting  an  improper 
queftion. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  any  thing  that  was  made  for  him  ? 

Bifljop.  I  law  a  wooden  thing  which  the  apprentice  of  Mr.  Overfhaw,  to  whom  I 
directed  him,  brought  into  my  houfe  for  him ;  the  prifoner  put  it  under  his  coat,  v.  ;fh- 
ing  not  to  have  it  feen. 

Q  Did  you  fee  that  wooden  thing  ? 

Bifhop.  I  faw  the  wrong  end  of  it  ;  the  fhape  of  it  was  a  long  fquare. 

Was  it  at  all  like  this  (fhtwing  the  wilnefs  the  wooden  part  of  the  machine  found 
in  the  Hemp-houfe.) 
Bifhop.  Yes; 

Q  What  is  become  of  the  apprentice  who  made  and  brought  this  machine? 
BiJJjop.  He  is  fince  dead. 

You  fay  it  was  like  this  wooden  machine  ? 
Bifljop.  As  nigh  as  I  can  gucfs  it  v/as  like  this ;  it  was  of  the  fame  fhape. 
Court.  How  long  was  it  after  he  afked  you  where  he  could  get  fuch  a  thing  made. 
« that  you  faw  it  brought  to  him  by  the  apprentice? 

Bifljop.    Some  time  in  the  afternoon,  I  think,  of  the  fame  day. 

John  Dalby  fworn. 

u).  I  believe  you  apprehended  the' prifoner  ? 
Dalby.  1  did. 

What  did  you  find  upon  him  when  you  apprehended  him  ? 
Dalby.  I  found  upon  him  a  Bath  metal  leal;  a  pair  of  fteel  buttons-,  a  fnuff  box 
with  tinder  ;  a  fmall  powder  horn  with  gunpowder  •,  a  large  nail  piercer-,  a  linking 
tinder  box  primed  ;  a  fcrew  barrel  pocket  piftol  loaded  with  fhot ;  two  bundles  of 
matches  dipt  in  brimftone  ;  a  phial  bottle  half  full  with  fpirits  of  turpentine,  and  a 
fmall  pair  of  fciffars. 

Thomas  Mason  fworn. 

£>.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Mafon.  In  the  Parifh  of  St.  Philip  and  Jacob  in  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  near 
to  Briftol. 

£K  Look  at  the  prifoner,  did  you  ever  fee  him  before  ? 
Mafon.  He  was  in  my  houfe  the  morrow  after  Chriftmas  day. 
£>j  What  bufinefs  had  he  there  ? 

Mafon.  He  came  to  my  houle  about  n  o'clock;  he  afked  me  to  let  him  grind  a 
lump  of  charcoal  upon  my  colour  ftone. 
j^.  What  bufinefs  are  you  ? 

Mafon.  I  am  a  tyler  and  plaifterer,  and  a  houfe  painter ;  I  told  him  yes  fure,  and 
welcome  -,  I  fhewed  him  my  colour  ftone. 

What  did  the  prifoner  tell  you  he  was  ? 

Mafon.  I  talked  with  him  a  good  while  afterwards;  when  I  was  in  my  room,  I  faw 
him  pull  a  hanger  from  under  his  coat  when  he  began  grinding,  and  lay  it  down, 
and  lay  his  great  coat  upon  it ;  I  faid,  why  you  are  one  of  the  prefs  gang ;  no,  Sir, 
iaid  he,  I  be  not. 

£K  What  did  he  tell  you  ? 

Mafon.  I  afked  him  when  he  was  fitting  in  my  houfe,  what  he  did  think  of  the 
American  affairs  ;  he  faid  he  wifhed  that  affair  had  never  happened  ;  that  he  had  loft 
a  plantation  there,  and  he  hoped  when  that  affair  was  over  he  fhould  have  it  returned 
to  him. 

Prifoner.  Is  it  proper  that  this  man's  evidence  fhould  be  invalidated  or  not,  from 
his  own  downright  contradictions  ? 

•  Court. 
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Court.  I  did  not  obferve  any  contradiction  ;  the  witnefs  does  not  feem  to  be  very 
quick  of  apprehenfion,  and  did  not  immediately  underftand  the  queftion  put  to  him  j 
in  is  nothing  but  relating  a  difcourfe  which  does  not  appear  to  be  material. 

Counfel  for  the  Crown  to  James  Gambier,  Efq;  Have  you,  Sir,  tran Hated  the  paflport? 

Mr.  Gambier.  This  is  the  tranflation  as  well  as  I  underftand  the  Englifli  of  it. 

Prifoner.  I  object  to  the  paflport  being  rer.d. 

Court.  State  your  objection. 

Prifoner.  That  they  who  {hall  be  called  to  witnefs  for  or  againft  me,  may  not  hear 
the  contents  of  it. 

Counfel  for  the  Ci  own.  We  fhall  call  no  more  witneffes. 

The  paflport  was  read  as  follows : 

Exhibited  i 

^ihe  :  By  the  KING. 

Office  of 
Marine  at 
Calais.  ^ 

To  all  Governors  and  our  Lieutenant  Generals  of  our  Provinces  and  Armies, 
Governors  particular,  and  Commanders  of  our  Towns,  Places,  and  Troops  j 
and  to  all  other  our  officers  jufticiary,  and  fubjects  to -whom  it  fliall  belong, 
Health. 

We  will  and  command  you  very  exprefly  to  let  pafs  fafely 
and  freely,  Mr.  James  Aftzen,  going  to  England  ;  without  giving  him  or  fuffering 
him  to  have  any  hindrance;  but  on  the  contrary,  every  aid  and  afiiftance  that  he  (hail 
want  or  have  occafion  for.  This  prefent  paflport  to  be  valid  for  one  month  only,  for 
fuch  is  our  pleafure. 

Given  at  Fontainbleau  the  13th  of  November,  1776. 

Louis. 

Gratis  By  the  King, 

De  Vergennes. 

Counfel  for  the  Crown.  Now  it  will  be  material  for  the  officer  to  tell  your  lordfhip 
what  thole  books  are. 

Officer.  The  books  are  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  a  Treatife  of  the  Arms  and  En- 
gines of  War,  of  Fire  Works,  &c.  and  the  other  is  the  Hiftory  of  Juftin. 

Counfel  for  the  Crown.  My  Lord  this  is  all  our  evidence. 

Court.  Prifoner,  the  evidence  againft  you  is  now  clofed  -,  this  is  therefore  the  time 
for  you  to  make  your  defence. 

PRISONER'S  DEFENCE. 
I  underftand,  my  Lord,  that  that  French  paflport  was  not  found  out  till  a  few  days 
ago,  and  fince  my  firft  apprehenfion,  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom  has  been  fought, 
and  perfons  have  been  brought  from  many  different  places  to  give  evidence  who  I  was, 
or  what  lam,  or  fo  far  as  they  knew  about  me,  and  every  particular  thing  that  has 
been  witnefled  refpecting  the  late  fire  in  the  Dock-yard,  from  thefe  evidences 
given,  and  the  communication  of  them  to  all  the  people  in  the  kingdom,  by  news-pa- 
pers, and  other  ways,  I  think  it  is  poffible,  and  may  have  been  pofiible  for  Mr. 
Baldwin,  or  for  any  other  perfon  that  is  any  way  at  all  intelligible,  to  bring  every 
evidence  againft  me  that  that  perfon  has  done,  by  the  faid  knowledge  from  public 
papers  and  converfation  ;  neverthelefs,  whether  it  is  a  falfe  accufation,  that  is  upon 
me,  or  whether  it  is  a  betraying  of  truft,  through  the  treachery  of  the  heart,  God 
Almighty,  the  great  judge  of  all,  only  knows;  if  it  is  the  former,  I  pray  God  Al- 
mighty may  forgive  him  !  if  it  is  the  latter,  I  pray  the  fame  !  but  in  that  cafe  I  fhould 
like  to  know,  whether  it  is  proper,  that  a  perfon  poflefled  of  fuch  a  difpofition  as 
that,  fhould  come  from  emiflaries  unknown  to  me,  and  do  all  that  lies  in  him  toinfinuate 
any  thing  out  of  me,  unknown  to  me,  and  daily  to  come  and  go,  and  give  informa- 
tion to  the  faid  Lord  George  Germain  ?  I  fhould  like  that  your  Lordfhip  would  take 
it  into  your  confideration,  as  in  the  fight  of  God,  whether  fuch  a  perfon  has  a 
right  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  according  to  the  laws  of  man,  and  of  this  king- 
dom, to  give  evidence  againft  a  man,  that  his  evidence  ought  to  be  regarded? 
He  that  may  have  been  able  to  betray  me,  and  fpeak  things  in  the  dark  of  me  ; 
he  is  able  alio,  I  think,  to  give  the  lie  to  any  man,   through  motives  of  gai  1, 

or 
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or  anv  other  motive?  whatfoevcr ;  your  Lordfhip  can  confider  that  in  your  own  mind, 
much*  better  than  I  can  (peak  it,  as  I  am  not  endowed  with  oratory. 

Court.  Do  you  reft  your  defence  on  that  observation,  or  do  you  intend  to  call  any 

witnefles  ? 

Prifoner.  With  refpect  to  any  other  witnefles  that  may  be  called  againft:  me,  if 
there  is  any  pofitive  fact  can  be  proved  againft  me,  I  will  then  prove  the  negative,  or 
othcrwife  the  court  will  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  I  have  one 
thing  more  to  fay  ;  I  would  put  a  tew  queftions  to  this  man,  Mr.  Baldwin. 

Prifoner.  I  think  you  gave  evidence,  that  I  fhould  have  faid  to  you,  that  on  Friday 
the  6th  of  December  laft,  I  went  into  the  Hemp-Houfe,  belonging  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty's  yard,  in  Portfmouth  ? 

Baldwin.  I  did. 

Prifcner.  And  that  I  went  in  there  with  fame  combuftibles,  and  lighted  fomx; 
hemp  ? 

Bold-win.  Yes  •,  in  order  to  fet  fire  to  the  combufliblcs. 
Prifcner.  Do  you  fpeak  of  lighting  a  flame,  or  laying  the  thing  lighter  ? 
Baldwin.  You  faid  it  was  matted,  that  it  was  to  make  it  lie  light. 
Prifoncr.  It  is  not  my  bufmefsto  deny  going  to  Canterbury,  or  confefs  it  ;  do  you 
fay,  that  I  faid,  I  went  to  Canterbury  and  had  the  tin  machine  made  ? 
Baldwin.  Yes. 

Prifoner.  You  alfo  fay,  that  I  faid,  that  I  went  into  a  houfe  on  Portfmouth  Common, 
and  left  the  paflport  ? 

Baldwin.  Yes ;  among  other  things. 

Prifoner.  There  are  fome  other  evidences  fay,  that  I  was  at  Canterbury,  one  fays, 
about  fix  weeks  before  Chriftmas,  another  fays,  about  fix  or  feven,  another  between 
Michaelmas  and  Chriftmas,  another,  before  or  after  the  20th  of  November  ;  of  the 
other  three,  two  fpeak  of  it  as  fooner  :  refpefting  the  French  paflport  that  has  been 
found  at  Portfmouth,  it  feems  to  me  inconfiftent  how  it  can  be  my  paflport.  and  .at  the 
fame  time,  I  to  be  at  Canterbury,  or  anywhere  in  England  at  the  time  mentioned; 
the  date  of  the  paflport  is  the  13th  of  November-,  if  I  can  bring  thefe  two  articles 
to  bear,  it  feems  very  unintelligibe  to  me,  for  it  is  fworn,  that  I  faid,  that  is  my  pafT- 
-port,  and  again  it  is  fworn,  that  I  was  in  England  at  that  time  ;  that  is  equal  to  the 
good  gentleman,  that  faid  I  had  power  to  alter  the  colour  of  my  own  hair  •,  if  there 
is  any  thing  brought  againft  me  that  is  pofitive,  I  am  ready  with  the  greateft  pleafure, 
by  the  help  of  Almighty  God,  to  receive  the  puniihment  of  the  laws  of  the  country, 
be  what  it  will :  there  are  other  things  furprize  me  more  than  that.  I  have  nothing 
more  to  fay,  my  Lord. 

Counfelfor  the  Crown.  We  have  done  with  our  evidence. 

Court.  Will  you  call  any  witnefles  ? 

Prifoner.  For  what  end  ?  till  fomething  is  proved  pofitive  againft  me,  I  intend  no 
defence  in  the  world.    I  am  ready  to  live  or  die  according  to  juflice. 


Mr.   Baron  HOTHAM, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

The  Prifoner  at  the  bar  ftands  indicted  for  fetting  on  fire,  and  procuring  to  be  fet  on 
fire,  the  Rope-houfe,  in  the  Dock-yard  at  Portfmouth  ;  and  before  I  fum  up  the  evi- 
dence to  you,  I  will  make  one  general  obfervation ;  thafthough  it  is  impoflible  for 
any  language  to  aggravate  this  offence,  yet  it  is  not  for  you  now  to  feel  the  magnitude 
of  that  crime;  you  are  to  diveft  yourfelves  intirely  of  all  the  horrible  confequences  of 
the  perpetration  of  it,  and  apply  your  confciences  to  this  fingle  fact ;  Is  this  prifoner 
guilty  or  innocent  of  this  offence  ?  What  the  confequences  of  it  are,  or  might  have 
been,  I  wifti  you  not  to  think  of;  becaufe  it  is  in  human  nature  to  feel  prejudices,  that 
one  willies  at  fuch  a  moment  as  this,  juries  mould  forget.  I  am  fure,  therefore,  you 
will  now  think  of  nothing  but  the  plain  fimple  fact  itfelf;  and  whether  it  is,  or  is  not, 
fupported  by  the  evidence  you  have  heard. 

Gentlemen,  the  firft  witnefs  is  James  Rujfell,  who  fays  he  is  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the 
rope-yard,  and  that  upon  Saturday  the  feventh  of  December  laft,  at  half  pad  four 
o'clock,  he  firft  perceived  the  fire  by  which  the  rope-houfe  was  omfumed.  There 
were  hemp  toppings  in  the  middle  loft,  and  cordage  on  the  ground  floor-,  and  that 
was  the  uiual  repolitory  for  both  ;  much  of  it,  he  fays,  was  burnt. — This  witnefs  was 
called  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  fire  itfelf;  which,  though  too  notorious  to  doubt  about, 
was  necetfary  to  be  proved  in  evidence.  He  fays,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January  he  found 
a  tin  cafe  in  the  hemp  houfe,  on  the  ground  floor-,  and  upon  its  being  produced,  he 
fays,  it  appears  to  be  the  fame — he  has  no  doubt  at  all  about  it.  He  told  you  that 
there  was  a  box  in  it,  but  at  the  time  it  was  found,  there  were,  befides,  matches,  tar, 
and  oil,  in  the  wooden  box ;  but  the  tin  box  and  the  wooden  box  were  then  feparate. 
He  fays,  he  found  alfo  a  bottle,  which  had  had  fpirits  of  turpentine  in  it ;  he  found  all 
thefe  things  in  the  hemp-houfe,  juft  by  the  box :  its  fituation  was  in  the  center  of  a 
mow  of  hemp ;  and  it  had  the  appearance  of  concealment,  though,  he  fays,  a  perfon 
by  going  up  to  the  upper  end  of  it,  if  he  had  had  a  fufpicion  or  apprehenfion  of  it, 
might  poflibly  have  difcovered  that  fuch  a  thing  was  there.  He  fays,  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  loofe  hemp  near  it,  and  there  was  fome  dunnage,  which  I  underftand  to  be 
cuttings,  or  refule  of  hemp,  which  feemed  to  lie  under  the  box  and  the  cannifter. 
There  was  alfo  fome  brown  paper  lying  near  it,  and  from  the  appearance  it  had,  it 
feemed  to  him  to  have  been  all  thrown  in  together  over  the  bundle  of  hemp  upon  the 
mow  ;  and  by  tailing  againft  the  mow,  they  had  feparated.  Now,  gentlemen,  it  is, 
material  for  you  to  underftand,  that  all  thefe  feveral  things  were  found  in  this  place, 
becaufe  in  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  you  will  find,  moft,  if  not  all  of  them,  particularly 
accounted  for-, — he  fays,  that  there  was  hemp  in  the  place;  that  both  it  and  the  heinp- 
houfe  muft  have  been  confumed  if  the  fire  had  happened,  for  you  will  recollect,  that 
though  fire  was  attempted  to  be  fet,  as  well  to  the  hemp-houfe  as  the  rope-houfe,  the 
providence  of  God  did  interpofe,  and  prevent  that  from  taking  effeft. 

William  Tench,  the  next  witnefs,  fays,  that  he  faw  the  Prifoner  at  his  mafter's  houfe 
juft  without  Weft  Gate  in  Canterbury ;  and  he  thinks  it  was  about  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  before  Chriftmas. — The  obfervation  which  the  Prifoner  has  made  in  his  defence 
is  very  true  ;  namely,  that  all  the  witnefies  from  Canterbury  give  rather  a  difrerenn 
account  about  the  time ;  they  are  none  of  them  very  particularly  precife;  they  all 
fpeak  rather  at  large  about  it.  But  it  does  not  feem  to  me  to  weaken  that  evi- 
dence, becaufe  five  or  fix  different  people  do  not  all  concur  in  their  recollection  of  the 
very  day  when  the  perfon  was  at  Canterbury  ;  and  when  they  fpeak  cautioufly,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they  differ  a  little,  a  few  days  or  a  week  in  their  account. 
This  witnefs  fays,  that  it  was  a  month  or  fix  weeks  before  Chriftmas,  and  that  he 
himfelf  made  the  tin  machine  for  the  Prifoner ;  the  firft  time  he  was  applied  to  upon 
this  bufinefs  was  on  the  Monday  before  laft,  and  that  was  particularly  afked  him  in 
order  I  fuppofe  to  mew  you  a  material  circumftance  that  this  was  after  the  Prifoner 
had  confeffed  the  whole  himfelf  to  Baldwin.  But  when  I  ufe  the  word  confeffion, 
it  is  proper  now  at  the  out  fet  to  make  one  general  obfervation  to  you  upon  the  evi- 
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dence  of  Baldwin.  I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  being  ftrictly  a  confeflion  of  the  prifoner : 
but  it  was  evidence  which  the  man  himfelf  chofe  to  difclofe  to  Baldwin  without  any 
folicitation  whatfoever,  and  without  any  promife  or  engagement  of  fecrecy.  It  feems 
to  have  come  from  the  prifoRer  himfelf  fpontaneoufly  ;  and  as  far  as  we  have  the 
evidence  before  us,  Baldwin  does  not  feem,  in  any  one  of  thefe  conventions,  to  have 
fought  a  difcovery  from  the  Prifoner ;  but  it  has  all  come  from  the  Prifoner,  and  not 
from  Baldwin,  and  therefore  what  the  Prifoner  has  faid  in  his  defence  by  way  of 
objecting  to  Baldwin's  evidence,  does  not,  in  my  apprehenfion,  weigh  much  in  the 
confideration  of  this  queftion. 

Tench  then  proceeds  to  fay,  upon  being  crofs  examined  by  the  Prifoner  himfelf, 
that  he  knows  the  cannifter  very  particularly  by  the  fcam  in  it,  and  that  he  knows 
the  feam  by  its  being  very  bad  folder ;  that  he  took  particular  notice  of  the  badnefs  of 
the  folder  when  the  Prifoner  came,  and  that  he  can  fwear  to  that  folder  any  where : 
that  he  knows  the  Prifoner  by  his  perfon,  he  thinks  alio  by  his  hair,  but  he  is  pofi- 
tive  that  he  had  the  fame  fort  of  coat  on  as  he  has  now — He  fays  he  does  not  pretend 
to  recoiled  the  particular  day  that  he  made  the  cannifter. 

Elizabeth  Boxell  fays,  that  fhe  faw  the  Prifoner  the  day  before  the  rope-houfe  was 
on  fire  at  her  own  houfe,  in  Barrack-Street,  Portfmouth :  that  he  took  a  lodging  of 
her,  and  lodged  there  one  night,  which  was  the  night  before  the  fire.  And,  gentle- 
men, her  evidence,  abftracted  from  bringing  it  home  to  the  Prifoner  that  he  was  at 
Portfmouth  at  the  very  time,  is  extremely  material,  if  you  give  her  credit ;  inafmuch 
as  fhe  fpeaks  to  particular  work  and  Operations,  upon  which  fhe  found  him  employed  ; 
for,  fhe  fays  that  that  very  night,  when  he  was  at  her  houfe,  fhe  obferved  a  very  ugly 
fulphureous  fmell  in  his  room;  and  fhe  fmelt  it  again  on  the  Saturday  morning:  lhe 
was  fo  uneafy  at  it,  that  fhe  went  up  flairs,  fhe  pufhed  open  the  door,  and  found  the 
room  full  of  fmoke;  fhe  afked  him,  with  great  anxiety,  what  he  was  about  ?  She 
faw  that  he  had  been  burning  fomething  by  the  fide  of  the  fire,  and  on  the  hearth 
itfelf :  fhe  faid  fhe  took  a  candle  from  him,  but  obferved  it  was  not  the  fame  candle 
lhe  had  carried  up.  She  fays  he  was  doing  fomething  too  on  the  chair.  She  then 
went  down  flairs,  but  returned  again  immediately ;  and,  in  that  interval,  fhe  having 
opened  the  window,  and  he  having  fhut  it,  fhe  told  him  he  fhould  not  lhut  the  win- 
dow, and  infifted  upon  its  being  kept  open. — I  fay,  gentlemen,  this  is  material ;  be- 
caufe  as  this  cafe  is  to  depend  entirely  upon  a  chain  of  circumtlances,  you  mult  lay  all 
of  them  attentively  together,  and  circumftances  may  form  fuch  a  body  of  evidence, 
as  fhall  be  abundantly  ftronger  than  where  two  or  three  wicneffes  fwear  to  a  pofitive 
fact.  If  you  fhould  think  this  cafe  flands  upon  fuch  circumftances,  you  will  draw 
your  own  conclufion  :  if  you  think  the  circumftances  are  not  ftrong  enough  to  bring 
the  charge  home  to  the  prifoner,  you  will  then  difcharge  your  confeiences  by  faying 
fo :  but  upon  every  little  circumflance  you  muft  hang.  This,  therefore,  is  material 
to  recollect. — The  Pnlbner  is  employed  vifibly  in  fome  preparation  of  combuftible 
matter  over  night,  and  nexc  morning  •,  the  fire  happens  that  very  day.  That,  there- 
fore, you  will  take  as  one  circumflance.  She  then  mentions  another,  which  turns  out 
to  be  alio  material,  which  is,  that  on  the  Friday,  looking  into  the  Prifoner's  bundle, 
fhe  found  in  it  part  of  an  old  fhirt  and  a  pair  of  leather  breeches  upon  a  tin  cafe; 
now,  you  have  had  it  in  evidence,  that  a  tin  cafe  was  found  in  the  hemp-houfe;  fhe 
fays,  fhe  viewed  this  tin  cafe  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  therefore  is  very  particular  in 
fwearing  that  it  is  as  much  like  the  cafe,  which  has  been  produced  to  you,  as  any 
thing  can  be :  fhe  fays,  fhe  was  fo  much  alarmed  at  his  proceedings,  that  fhe  ordered 
him  out  of  her  houfe,  and  indeed  fhe  fays,  that  fhe  would  not  quit  the  room.  He 
faid  he  wanted  his  candle ;  fhe  bid  him  take  it  as  he  went  down ;  that,  by  and  by, 
may  turn  out  alfo  to  be  a  circumflance  fit  to  be  remembered.  She  fays  he  took  away 
the  bundle,  but  lhe  does  not  know  whether  the  cannifter  was  in  it  at  that  time;  fhe 
had  feen  it  on  the  Friday,  and  this  was  on  the  Saturday.  Then  Mr.  Commifiioner 
Gambier  produces  the  bundle  which  he  received  from  his  clerk,  John  Jeffereys,  on 
the  twenty-hrft  of  February  ;  it  is  fhewn  to  Mrs.  Boxell,  who  lays,  fhe  does  believe 
that  to  be  the  fame  bundle. 

John  Jeffereys,  who  delivered  the  bundle  to  Mr.  Gambier,  fays,  that  he  has  no 
doubt  about  the  handkerchief,  which  indoles  the  contents,  being  the  fame;  he  fays, 
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that  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  February,  he  had  orders  to  fearch  all  about,  awl 
particularly  in  North-Street,  and  he  found  the  bundle  in  North-Street  at  a  Mrs. 
Cole's. 

Mrs.  Cole  being  called,  fays,  that  fhe  knows  the  Prifoner;  that  he  came  to  her 
houfe  on  the  day  of  the  fire,  and  took  a  lodging  there;  that  he  left  a  bundle;  and 
looking  at  the  bundle  now  produced,  fhe  fays  it  has  all  the  appearance  of  being  the 
fame  bundle.  Mr.  Jeffereys,  and  another  perfon,  fhe  fays,  had  it  from  her;  that  fhe 
never  opened  it  whilft  fhe  had  it ;  that  the  bundle  was  not  tied  quite  dole,  and  fhe 
faw  a  little  way  into  it.  She  fays  the  Prifoner  came  to  her  houfe  in  the  forenoon ; 
that  he  ftaid  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  went  out  about  eleven  or  twelve 
o'clock. 

William  Abram,  a  blackfmith  at  Portfmouth,  fays,  he  lodged  in  the  fame  room 
wirh  the  Prifoner  at  Mrs.  Boxell's;  the  Prifoner  afked  the  witnefs  if  there  was  any 
preffing  ?  He  laid,  yes,  there  was  a  pretty  hot  prefs.  The  Prifoner  faid,  fuppole  they 
were  to  take  up  fuch  a  man  as  me,  I  could  give  no  other  account  of  myfelf  but  from 
writings  in  my  pocket.  Then  he  afked,  if  a  man  was  to  get  into  the  juftice's  hand, 
could  there  beany  way  of  efcaping?  The  witnefs  faid  no.  Why  not  efcape,  faid  the 
Prifoner  P  Why  there  are  very  high  walls  ? — Why  is  there  no  way  of  getting  over  the 
walls  ? — he  faid  no.  The  witnefs  fays,  that  then  the  Prifoner  faid  there  was  one 
Brookes  in  Newgate,  that  he  knew  would  be  hanged.  He  lays,  the  Prifoner  had  yel- 
low buckles  on,  but  he  cannot  fwear  to  the  buckles  that  are  fhewn  him  (which  are 
parr  of  the  contents  of  the  bundle),  being  thofe  buckles,  though  they  are  the  lame 
pattern.  Now,  upon  this  evidence,  I  would  make  this  obfervation ;  that  Abram 
proves  the  identity  of  the  Prifoner  ; — he  proves  too  his  lodging  at  Mrs.  Boxell's  houfe, 
io  that  he  confirms  her  evidence,  and  to  his  lodging  there  at  that  particular  time ;  and 
then  the  bent  of  the  Prifoner' s  converfation  with  him,  (for  you  are  to  take  the  whole 
evidence  together)  you  may,  perhaps,  think,  implies  that  he  then  had  fomething  in 
contemplation,  which  might  induce  him  to  wifh  to  make  his  efcape. 

The  next  witnefs  is  John  Baldwin  ;  this,  you  fee,  is  the  material  witnefs,  upon  whofe 
account  very  much  will  depend.  I  did  read  over  his  evidence  before  to  the  Prifoner,  as 
he  wifhed  to  hear  it ;  but  1  will  repeat  it  now  to  you.  John  Baldwin  fays,  he  firfl  faw 
the  Prifoner  on  the  feventh  of  February,  at  Sir  John  Fielding's,  having  been  fent 
there  by  my  Lord  Temple,  becaufe  he  thought  he  might  know  the  Prifoner,  as  he  was  a 
painter,  and  had  lived  in  America,  and  the  Prifoner  was  defcribed  as  having  been 
there  ;  he  fays,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  at  Amboy,  at  New- York,  and  at  Philadel- 
phia; he  fays,  he  told  Sir  John  Fielding  that  he  had  never  feen  the  Prifoner ;  that  the 
Prifoner  heard  him  fay  fo,  and  made  him  a  bow :  he  afterwards  faw  the  Prifoner  in 
another  room,  and  the  Prifoner  beckoned  to  him,  and  he  fat  down  by  him  ;  and  then 
he  entered  into  a  little  difcourfe,  and  afked  him  who  he  knew  there  ?  he  mentioned 
feveral  people,  particularly  lome  painters  ;  and  he  told  him,  "  you  are  not  like  the 
other  evidences,  who  have  fworn  falfely,  but  you  are  a  gentleman,  and  I  wifh  it  was 
in  my  power  to  make  you  a  fatisfaction,"  and  faid  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him  in  New 
Priion  :  he  fays,  at  near  four  o'clock  he  went  there,  he  went  into  a  corner  between  the 
two  gates,  and  there  he  difcourfed  a  good  deal  with  him  about  America,  and  defired 
him  to  come  again  the  next  day.  Lord  Temple  fent  him,  in  confequence  of  this, 
to  Lord  George  Germain ;  and  they  both  thought  it  material  that  he  mould  go  to 
the  prifon.  Accordingly  he  went  again  the  next  day,  and  had  a  good  deal  of  dif- 
courfe with  the  Prifoner ;  the  Prifoner  told  him  he  found  he  was  an  American  by 
principle,  but  what  countryman  was  he  ?  He  faid  he  was  a  Welfhman  ;  "Why,"  faid  he, 
**  I  find  you  are  interefted  for  America,  however."  Then,  he  fays,  he  told  the  Prifoner 
that  he  was  married  at  Amboy,  and  they  talked  about  the  witnefs's  family.  He 
waited  upon  him,  he  fays,  from  day  to  day,  till  the  fifteenth,  and  in  the  courfe  of  all 
that  time,  nothing  but  general  difcourfe  palfed  upon  the  fubject  of  America  ;  but  upon 
the  fifteenth  he  made  material  difcoveries ;  he  then  began,  and  he  told  him  all  the 
particulars.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  told  him  all  upon  the  fifteenth  of  February  :  but  I 
collected  from  his  evidence,  that  the  fubftance  of  what  he  has  told  you,  all  paffed  fub- 
fequent  to  the  fourteenth  of  February;  and  among  other  things,  he  afked  him,  "  Do 
jou  know  one  Mr.  Deane  ?"  he  faid  no.  "  What  not  Mr.  Deane,  employed  at  Paris  by 
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the  Congrefs !" — No.  "  What  not  Silas  Deane  !" — No — "He  is  a  fine  fellow;  I  believe 
Benjamin  Franklin  is  employed  about  die  fame  errand."  And  then  he  told  him  that  he 
had  taken  a  view  of  mod  of  the  dock-yards  and  fortifications  about  England,  and 
particularly  the  number  of  guns  in  each  Imp  of  the  navy,  and  the  weight  of  their  me- 
tal, and  the  number  of  men  ;  and  he  faid  he  had  been  at  Paris  two  or  three  times,  to 
inform  Silas  Deane  of  the  particulars  of  what  he  found  in  the  dock-yards ;  that  Silas 
Deane  was  greatly  pleafed  with  what  he  had  done,  and  he  acquainted  Silas  Deane  in 
what  manner  the  dock-yards  were  to  be  fet  on  fire-,  and  Mr.  Deane  was  amazed  he 
could  undertake  to  execute  it  in  fuch  a  manner  alone;  but  he  toid  him  he  would  do 
more  execution  than  he  could  imagine,  or  any  perfon  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Deane  afked  him  what  money  he  wanted  to  carry  his  lcheme  into  execution  ?  he  faid 
not  much  ;  that  he  expected  to  be  rewarded  according  to  his  merit.    Silas  Deane, 
however,  he  faid,  gave  him  bills  to  the  amount  of  300 1.  and  letters  to  a  great  man,  a 
confiderable  merchant  in  the  city  of  London.    In  his  difcourfe  with  the  witnefs,  he  ex- 
preffed  his  anxiety  to  know  whether  my  Lord  Cornwallis  had  been  defeated  in  America  ; 
he  faid  he  knew  Wafhington  perfonally,  and  believed  him  to  be  abler  than'General 
Howe.    That  he  would  watch  and  harrafs  General  Howe,  and  he  was  fure  the  Ame- 
ricans would  conquer  this  Winter  ;  but  the  grand  campaign  was  to  be  in  the  Summer. 
He  faid  he  only  wanted  a  few  experienced  officers,  which  he  believed  would  be  lup- 
plied  from  France.    That  Silas  Deane  was  appointed  at  Paris  for  that  purpofe,  and 
to  buy  flores  and  ammunition  ;  but  as  to  cannon  ball,  they  had  enough  in  America, 
particularly  fomewhere  in  Maryland,  to  fupply  all  Europe;  and  likewile  pitch,  tar,  and 
turpentine.   He  fays,  from  the  feventh  of  February  to  the  twenty-fourth, — he  was  with 
him  every  clay,  and  moftly  twice  a  day  :  the  Prifoner  told  him  among  other  things,  that 
he  arrived  at  Dover  from  Paris,  and  went  to  Canterbury. — Now  here  you  fee  appears 
the  materiality  of  the  Canterbury  evidence.  That  he  went  into  a  fhop  at  Canterbury, 
and  befpoke  a  machine  to  be  made  which  they  called  a  Cannifter ;  the  mafter  to 
whom  he  applied  he  faid  was  a  ftupid  fellow,  and  did  not  underftand  him  ;  but  the  boy 
Was  more  ingenious;  though  he  was  obliged  to  ftay  by  him  to  inftruct  him.  Now  that  boy 
you  fee  has  been  called,  and  confirms  this  part  of  Bald  win's  evidence,  by  fwearing  positive- 
ly to  the  Prifoner  being  the  man  who  came  to  his  mailer's  (hop,  who  befpoke  the  Cannif- 
ter,— for  whom  he  made  the  cannifter,  and  who  took  away  the  canniller.   That  the  Pri- 
foner told  him  he  gave  the  boy  fomething  to  drink,  and  then  he  went  into  a  public- 
houie  with  the  cannifter  under  the  breaft  of  his  coat ;  that  there  was  a  dragoon  in 
the  houfe  with  whom  he  had  fome  words,  and  that  the  dragoon  opened  his  coat  to 
fee  what  he  had  in  it. — The  dragoon,  you  will  recollect  is  called,  and  he  confirms 
this  ftory,  not  directly,  but  in  fuch  a  way,  as  leaves  you  very  little  room  to  doubt  about 
it ;  he  does  not,  you  will  recollect,  fwear  pofitively  to  feeing  the  actual  cannifter  itfelf, 
but  he  law  fomething  under  the  breaft  of  the  Prifoner's  coat  fhining  and  glittering 
like  tin:  and  he  mentions  the  circumftance  of  the  Prifoner's  having  had  a  quarrel  with 
his  comrade,  which  the  other  dragoon  alfo  confirms  him  in,  though  both  of  them 
fwear  cautioufly  to  the  identity  of  the  Prifoner.    The    witnefs  fays  the  Priioner 
told  him  that  from  thence  he  went  to  Portfmouth,  where  he  took  a  lodging  at 
Mrs.  Boxell's  ;    and  there  he  tried  his  preparations.     Now,  gentlemen,    I  think  I 
am  warranted  in  faying,    that  Mrs  Boxell's  evidence  was  very  material,  inafmuch. 
as  he  himfelf,   in  his  difcourfe  with  the  witnefs,  has  confirmed  her  teftimony  in 
the  ftrongeft  degree :  for  he  tells  him  here  what  Ihe  told  you  before,  that  he  was  em- 
ployed in  her  houfe  in  preparing  and  in  trying  thefe  combuftables.    He  goes  on  and 
lays,  th-at  there  were  matches  made  by  a  fheet  of  whited-brown  paper  being  folded  up 
in  ten  or  twelve  folds ;  and  he  told  him  this  was  the  method  in  which  he  made  them 
in  order  to  t>e  done  over  with  a  compofition  of  charcoal  and  gun-powder;  that  is  a 
fmall  circumftance  as  it  paffes ;  but- you  will  recollect  it  prelently,  as  being  perhaps 
material :  the  charcoal  he  faid  mint  be  finely  pounded  upon  a  colour-ftone,  fuch  as 
painters  ufe,  in  order  to  make  it  effectual  :  he  faid  the  paper  mull  be  doubled  before 
it  was  done,  in  order  to  prevent  its  cracking.    Now  there  was  a  witnefs  called  after- 
wards, relative  to  what  pafTed  at  Briftol,  who  is  a  painter.    You  will  recollect 
I  was  defirous  that  he  fhould  fleer  clear  of  dropping  any  thing  about  the  cala- 
mity that  we  have  all  heard  of  at  Briftol ;  becaufe  we  are  not  now  in  charity  or 
juftice  at  liberty  to  fuppole,  that  this  Prifoner  had  any  the   remoteft  connection 
with  what  happened  at  Briftol.'  But  the  evidence  was  material  in  this  way,  to 
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prove  him  at  Briftol,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  confirming  that  part  of  Baldwins 
evidence,  where  he  laid  the  Priibner  told  him  he  went  afterwards  to  Briftol*  and 
to  prove  him  to  have  been  with  Mafon,  the  painter.  It  mews  too,  that  he  knew 
how  to  make  this  preparation,  and  that  in  fact  he  did  himfeif  apply  to  the  painter  to 
grind  charcoal  upon  a  ftone,  for  fome  purpofe  or  another;  what  that  purpofe  was  is 
no  consideration  of  ours,  nor  was  that  the  view  with  which  the  evidence  was  called ; 
but  however  he  knew  that  was  the  method  of  grinding  charcoal,  and  therefore  it  con- 
firms Baldwin,,  in  fome  meafure,  in  this  part  of  his  relation.  The  witnefs  fays  he  told 
him  that  the  gunpowder  does  not  require  much  grinding;  that  might  be  maflied  with 
a  knife,  as  painters  mix  vermillion  :  but  they  mult  be  very  particular  in  mixing  thefe 
two  bodies  together;  the  charcoal  is  ground  in  water,  then  mixed  up  to  the  confift- 
ency  of  new  milk,  and  then  with  a  fmall  brum,  the  paper,  that  is  to  make  the  match, 
is  painted  over  with  it :  and  it  is  fo  managed,  that  the  match  will  lail  twenty-four 
hours.  You  will  imagine,  I  dare  lay,  without  my  telling  you,  that  it  is  material  for 
any  perfon,  who  intends  to  carry  into  execution  fucli  a  purpofe  as  this,  that  it  fhould 
not  be  executed  too  foon ;  it  is  of  importance  that  it  mould  be  fome  time  about,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  party's  efcape;  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  fo  contrived,  that  it  is 
not  inftantly  to  take  fire.  He  told  the  witnefs  he  lodged  at  Mrs.  Boxell's  one  night, 
but  fhe  was  a  very  impudent  woman,  for  Ihe  had  opened  his  bundle  during  his  abfence. 
The  tin  machine,  he  faid,  was  a  curious  construction  of  his  own  invention  ;  and  in 
that  we  all  go  along  with  him  ;  it  moft  certainly  is  a  curious  invention ;  and  it  is  only 
a  pity  that  it  was  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  He  told  him  he  had  a  wooden  box,  which  was 
made  with  a  hole  in  the  center,  to  put  a  candle  into  it;  and  in  that  box  he  put  tar, 
turpentine,  and  hemp.  He  faid  the  cannifter  fitted  the  box  fo  well,  that  when  the 
candle  was  put  in,  nobody  could  perceive  any  light :  then  he  told  him,  that  on  the 
fixth  of  December,  he  went  into  the  Yard,  and  got  into  the  hemp-houfe,  where  there 
was  a  deal  of  hemp,  fo  tight  matted,  that  he  could  hardly  get  it  apart:  that  he  pulled 
his  coat  off  to  work  at  it ;  and  then,  after  lightening  the  hemp,  he  placed  the  can- 
nifter over  the  box  with  a  fmall  candle  in  it.  Now,  gentlemen,  you  will  recollect- 
that  Mrs.  Boxell  told  you  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  candle,  when  he  went 
away  from  her  houfe,  and  that  fhe  told  him  he  might  take  one  as  he  went  down  flairs. 
He  faid  he  fprinkled  fome  turpentine  about  the  hemp  that  was  round  it ;  and  when 
he  had  done  that,  it  was  fome  time  before  he  found  his  coat;  and  when  he  found  it, 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  hemp  fticking  about  it,  which  he  endeavoured  to  get  off: 
he  then  went  out  of  the  hemp-houfe,  and  got  into  the  rope-houfe ;  and  he  laid  down 
a  quart  bottle  of  fpirits  of  turpentine  upon  its  fide,  with  hemp  in  it  inftead  of  a 
cork  :  he  faid  clofe  to  the  hemp  he  laid  a  piece  of  paper,  with  dry  gunpowder  in  it, 
and  to  the  paper,  where  the  powder  was,  one  of  thefe  matches ;  and  over  the  powder 
he  laid  fome  hemp  lightly  ftrewed,  and  a  quart  of  turpentine  poured  all  about  it.  Now, 
gentlemen,  if  you  believe  the  fact,  upon  this  account,  to  be  fure  it  is  impoffible  to  con- 
ceive, that  any  man  could  take  his  meafures.  more  effectually  for  doing  complete  mifchief. 
He  faid  that  as  foon  as  the  fire  of  the  match  touched  the  powder,  it  would  fet  it  all  of 
a  blaze  prefently ;  and  that  by  cutting  thefe  matches  into  pieces,  it  would  anfwer  to  any 
time,  fo  that  he  might  make  his  efcape.  He  told  him,  that  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
feventh,  he  went  from  Mrs.  Boxell's,  and  took  two  other  lodgings,  one  at  a  public 
houfe,  the  other  at  a  private  houfe ;  and  he  took  particular  notice  before  he  took  the 
lodgings,  which  houfes  had  the  molt  wood  about  them,  and  he  faid  he  had  thefe  com- 
buftibles  ready  for  fetting  thofe  two  houfes  on  fire,  on  the  fame  day  that  he  fet  fire  to 
the  rope-yard,  in  order  that  he  might  keep  the  engines  engaged  :  he  told  the  woman 
at  the  lodgings  he  took  on  the  Common,  that  he  was  going  to  Petersfield,  and  begged 
her  to  take  care  of  his  bundle — that  bundle  you  have  an  account  of,  after  that  he  went 
into  the  Dock-yard,  in  order  to  fet  fire  to  the  hemp-houfe,  and  the  rope-houfe.  He 
firft,  he  faid,  went  into  the  hemp-houfe,  and  (truck  a  light ;  but  the  matches  were 
very  damp,  and  he  could  not  get  the  fulphur  to  take,  and  he  wafted  in  the  trial  the 
whole  box  full  of  tinder,  and  blew  at  it  till  he  almoft  burnt  his  lips  :  then  he  went 
away  from  the  hemp-houfe,  in  defpair  of  fetting  fire  to  that,  and  procured  fome  better 
matches';  and  he  returned,  and  got  into  the  rope-houfe  ;  and  then  he  fet  fire  to  the 
match  that  led  to  the  powder.  This  is  the  account  he  gave  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  perpetrated  this  crime:  he  faid  he  had  bought  a  halfpenny  worth  of  matches  the 
day  before  of  a  woman  ;  that  woman,  you  fee,  is  called,  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  confirms  Baldwin  in  this  circumftance  too  of  his  relation.    The  day  he 
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put  the  preparations  in,  he  faid  he  was  fo  long  about  it,  that  he  was  locked  into  the 
hemp-houfe,   and  could  not  get  out ;  he  tried  at  feveral  doors,  he  went  then  up  ftairs, 
and  pulled  off  his  fhoes,  and  tried  whether  he  could  get  our-,  finding  that  he  could 
not,  he  came  back  to  the  fame  door,  where  hearing  fomebody,  he  holloed  ;  being 
afked  how  he  came  there,  he  faid  it  was  curiofity  ;  a  perfon  on  the  outfide  of  the  door 
directed  him  at  laft  which  way  he  mould  get  out;  this  too  is  confirmed  fo  far,  that  a 
perfon  was  locked  in,  but  who  that  perfon  was,  is  not  pofitively  proved.    He  faid, 
when  he  came  out,  he  was  much  vexed  that  he  could  not  fet  the  hemp-houfe  on  fire ; 
and  alfo  vexed  becaufe  he  could  not  go  to  Portfmouth  Common,  where  he  had  left  a 
parcel  •,  which,  you  will  obferve,  he  told  him,  and  it  is  very  material,  contained, 
among  other  things,  a  piftol,  an  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  a  book  entitled  The  Art  of 
War,  and  making  Fire-Works,  and  a  paflport  from  the  French  king  ;  all  of  which, 
you  fee  are  found  in  it.    And  in  that  pafiporr,  he  faid,  was  his  real  name,  which  vexed 
him  more  than  any  thing ;  but,  however,  as  it  was  in  French,  he  did  not  imagine  that 
the  people  at  the  lodging  could  read  or  underftand  it;  but  he  expreffed  his  furprize 
that  this  bundle  had  not  been  found.    He  faid,  after  fetting  fire  to  the  rope-houfe,  he 
made  the  bed  of  his  way  towards  London  ;  and  that  he  was  fo  forry  he  could  not  get 
the  matches  to  light,  that  he  had  a  good  mind  to  fhoot  at  the  windows  of  the  woman 
where  he  had  them  :  he  faid,  that  he  burnt  the  bills  and  the  letter,  (which  you  will 
remember  he  told  him  before  he  brought  over  from  Silas  Deane)  on  account  of  the 
behaviour  of  Mrs.  Boxell,  for  he  evidently  fufpected  that  fhe  entertained  ibme  doubt 
of  him  ;  and,  therefore,  left  the  perfon  to  whom  the  letter  was  addreffed,  or  the  bills 
might  lead  to  a  difcovery,  he  prudently  burnt  them  all.    He  faid,  foon  after  he  left 
the  yard,  he  jumped  into  a  cart,  and  defired  the  woman  to  drive  quick ;  this,  you 
fee,  is  pofitively  confirmed  by  the  woman  who  drove  the  very  cart ;  he  rode  in  it  two 
miles,  and  gave  her  fixpence  to  go  quick;  that  he  had  near  four  miles  to  go  before 
he  palTed  the  fentries,   and  therefore  was  very  defirous  of  getting  paft  them  ;  and  that 
two  minutes  after  he  had  palled  them,  he  looked  back  and  faw  the  flames,  and  the 
very  elements  feemed  in  a  blaze ;  he  walked  all  the  way  to  London  ;  and  in  the  road 
between  the  laft  fentry,  and  Kingfton,  two  dogs  barked  at  him  ;    he  fhot  at  one  of 
them,  and  believed  he  killed  or  wounded  him.    The  next  morning,  being  Sunday,  he 
got  to  Kingfton,  and  waited  there  till  near  dufk  ;  he  then  came  in  the  ftage  to  Lon- 
don, and  waited  upon  the  great  man,  the  merchant  in  the  city ;  and  he  told  him  that 
he  had  a  letter  and  bills  upon  him  from  Silas  Deane  at  Paris,  but  which  he  had  been 
obliged  to  burn.    The  merchant,  he  faid,  feemed  very  ftiy  of  him,  and  faid  he  had 
received  no  fuch  accounts  from  Paris  ;  he  anfwered,  that  he  might  think  what  he 
pleafed,  but  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  Great  Britain,  and  a  friend  to  America;  and 
that  he  had  fet  fire  to  the  rope-houfe  at  Portfmouth,  which  he  would  fee  in  the  pa- 
pers on  Monday.    Baldwin  faid  he  could  not  get  the  name  of  the  merchant  from  him, 
but  the  Prifoner  faid  the  merchant  appointed  to  meet  him  at  a  coffee- houfe,  and  the 
gentleman  waited  there  accordingly  for  him  ;  they  difcourfed  a  little  together,  but  the 
gentleman  feemed  ftill  fhy  of  him,  and  another  gentleman  in  the  coffee- houfe  taking 
particular  notice  of  him,  he  did  not  care  to  ftop  long  :  he  was  fo  angry  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  believe  him,   that  he  got  up  and  went  to  Hammerfmith,  from 
whence  he  wrote  to  him,  and  faid,  he  was  going  to  Briftol,  where  he  would  hear  more 
of  his  handy  works ;  and  you  will  remember  there  is  a  fubfequent  evidence,  Mafon, 
the  painter,  who  tells  you  he  faw  him  at  Briftol.  He  faid,  he  arrived  at  Briftol  a  few 
days  before  Chriftmas ;  that  he  got  leave  of  a  painter  there  to  grind  fome  charcoal 
upon  a  colour-ftone  of  his,  and  that  the  painter  took  notice  he  was  long  about  it : 
that  painter,  you  recollect,  has  been  called,  who  tells  you  that  the  Prifoner  did  apply 
to  him  for  the  purpofe  of  grinding  charcoal  upon  a  colour-ftone,  and  he  did  accord- 
ing fo  grind  it.    Then  the  witnefs  fays,  that  he  gave  an  account  of  this  from  day  to 
day,  to  Lord  Temple  and  Lord  George  Germain,  and  he  mentioned  that  the  fifteenth 
was  the  firft  day  that  the  Prifoner  difclofed  any  of  the  particulars  to  him.  Now, 
gentlemen,  you  fee  from  this  man's  evidence,  there  is  an  exceeding  clear,  intelligible, 
and  confiftent  hiftory  given  ;  but  if  this  account,  clear  and  confident  as  it  is,  were  un- 
fupported  by  other  evidence,  one  might  perhaps  entertain  fome  doubts  about  it;  but 
where  you  find  it  confirmed  in  almoft  every  material  paffage,  where  you  find  it  not  con^ 
tradic"ted  in  any  one  circumftance,  you  muft  then,  I  think,  feel  it,  when  fo  authenticated, 
to  be  a  very  ftrong  body  of  evidence  indeed, 
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Edward  Evans,  who  is  one  of  the  dragoons,  fays,  that  he  Was  at  Canterbury  from 
October  till  the  firft  of  February.  But  you  will  obferve,  that  he  does  not  pretend  to 
fwear  pofitively  to  the  Prifoner  ;  for  he  fays  the  man  is  much  altered  fince  he  faw 
him,  though  he  believes  him  to  be  the  fame.  He  fays  it  was  about  the  end  of  October, 
or  beginning  of  November,  that  he  faw  him  there,  and  that  too  you  fee  is  contradictory 
to  the  other  evidences  ;  as  to  the  precife  time  they  do  not  agree,  as  I  told  you  before  ; 
but,  however,  he  agrees  in  this  material  article,  which  came  from  the  Prilbner's  own 
mouth  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  that  he  was  there  at  the  time  when  he  had  a  quarrel  with  him  ; 
in  fact,  the  witnefs  fays  he  had  a  quarrel  with  him,  (fuppofing  the  Prifoner  to  be  the 
perfon)  at  Canterbury,  and  he  then  fays  that  the  Prifoner  had  on  a  brown  furtout  coar,, 
but  he  did  not  fee  what  was  under  his  coat. 

The  next  witnefs  is  James  Wilfon,  the  comrade  of  the  laft  witnefs,  who  was  there 
at  the  fame  time,  and  who  fays  that  he  really  thinks  the  Prifoner  is  the  farne  perfon, 
though  he  will  not  pofitively  fwear  to  him,  and  that  the  drefs  Was  the  fame  as  he  is  in 
now  •,  he  remembers  that  there  was  a  difpute  between  his  comrade  and  him,  and  he 
fays  he  did  obferve  fomething  white  under  his  coat,  which  gliftened  like  tin. 

John  Fijher,  lives  at  Mr.  Tuck's  at  Canterbury,  who  is  a  tin-man  :  he  fays  he  thinks 
he  has  feen  the  prifoner,  and  he  believes  it  to  be  about  fix  or  feven  weeks  before 
Chriftmas  that  he  faw  him  in  his  mailer's  ihop  ;  you  fee  they  all  vary  a  little  as  to  the 
time  :  he  fays  the  Prifoner  ordered  two  cannifters,  and  he  ordered  them  to  be  made 
of  a  long  fquare  fhape  •,  and  one  of  them  being  produced  now  to  him,  he  believes  it 
to  be  the  fame  •,  and  he  fays  he  does  not  know  why  the  Prifoner  did  not  take  them 
away,  but  he  left  them  at  their  fhop  :  however,  he  fays,  the  Prifoner  called  once  for 
them,  but  they  were  not  then  compleated.  Now,  gentlemen,  upon  this  man's  evi- 
dence you  will  naturally  make  this  obfervation,  that  the  perfon,  be  he  who  he  may, 
that  wanted  this  tin  box,  certainly  wanted  more  than  one,  why  he  did  not  befpeak  them 
all  at  the  fame  fhop,  cannot  well  be  accounted  for,  unlefs  it  be  that  he  thought  fo 
many  at  one  place  might  lead  to  fome  fufpicion.  However,  the  fact  turns  out  to  be, 
that  he  did  not  ftay  for  thefe  two  being  made,  they  were  left  behind,  and  he  only 
carried  off  that  which  has  been  found. 

William  Baldy  is  next  called  and  he  proves  the  Prifoner  not  only  in  the  Dock-yard, 
but  in  this  very  building,  on  the  feventh  of  December.  The  witnefs  fays  he  is  a  rope-mak- 
er, that  he  has  feen  the  Prifoner  in  the  Dock-yard  «,  he  fays  he  faw  the  Prifoner  in  the  rope- 
houfe  on  the  lower  floor,  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  eaft  end  of  it,  on  Saturday 
the  feventh  of  December,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  ;  which  was  the  day  of  the 
fire.  He  fays  he  faw  the  Prifoner  come  down  from  the  upper  part  of  it.  Now  that  too 
confirms  the  ftory  that  Baldwin  has  told  •,  for  the  Prifoner  faid  he  was  firft  in  the  lower 
part,  that  he  could  not  get  out  there,  and  then  he  went  into  the  upper  part ;  the  witnefs 
mentions  an  immaterial  paffage,  which  1  need  not  repeat  to  you,  about  picking  up  a 
fmall  ftone,  and  he  had  a  little  difcourfe  with  him  :  that  was  only  afked  to  fatisfy 
you  that  he  was  fo  long  in  converfation  with  this  Prifoner,  that  he  could  not  make  any 
miftake  about  his  perfon,  but  that  he  was  the  man  •,  he  ftayed  five  or  fix  minutes  with, 
him,  and  then  left  him :  he  fays  he  faw  him  about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  this  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fame  floor  coming  down  ftairs ;  and  then  one  William 
Wefton  being  with  the  witnefs,  the  Prifoner  faid  to  Wefton,  "How  do  you  do  ?"  holding 
out  his  hands  to  him  i  and  he,  thinking  him  to  be  an  acquaintance  of  his,  did  not 
ftay  to  hear  his  converfation  with  him,  but  went  away.  He  clofes  his  evidence  with 
faying,  that,  from  feeing  him  at  thefe  different  times,  he  is  certain  he  is  the  man. 

William  Wefton  fays,  that  to  the  beft  of  his  recollection  he  faw  the  Prifoner  in  the 
rope- houfe  the  day  the  fire  was. — He  had  very  little  converfation  wich  him  at  that 
time  •,  but  he  is  pofitive  it  was  the  fame  man  ;  for  he  had  feen  him,  he  fays,  feven  weeks 
before  walking  about  in  the  Dock  ;  he  did  not  however  fee  him  come  down  ftairs : 
thefe  two  witnefles  then,  as  far  as  their  evidence  goes,  prove  him  to  have  been  in  the 
Dock-yard,  and  in  this  very  building  in  the  Dock-yard,  upon  the  day  when  the  fire 
happened. 
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Ed-ward  Carey,  a  fhipwrighf,  fays,  he  was  at  Portfmouth.  the  day  before  the  fire ; 
and  that  night  he  remembers  a  perlon  being  fhut  up  in  the  rope-houfe;  he  heard  a 
peifon  making  a  noife  in  the  rope-houfe,  who  faid  he  was  locked  in,  and  defired  him 
to  let  him  out  ;  the  witnefs  faid  he  could  not,  and  went  atoa'y  ;  fo  that  little  circum- 
fiance  too,  mentioned  by  Baldwin,  you  fee  is  confirmed  by  this  witnefs ;  he  remembers 
a  perfon  being  locked  up  in  the  rope-houfe,  but  you  will  obfcrve  that  he  does  not 
pretend  to  fay  that  perfon  was  the  Prifoner. 

Then  Ann  Hopkins  is  called.  She  is  the  woman  that  drove  the  cart  that  day  from 
Portfmouth,  into  which  you  recollect  he  told  Baldwin  that  he  got.  She  fays  fhe  faw 
the  Prifoner  the  day  that  the  Dock  was  on  fire  at  about  four  or  half  an  hour  pad  four 
in  the  afternoon.  At  that  time  fhe  was  coming  from 'the  market  •,  fhe  faw  him  firft  be- 
tween the  Bull  and  Kingfton,  fhe  did  not  fee  him  till  he  came  up  cloie  to  her ;  he 
flopped  her  and  afked  her  where  fhe  was  going  ?  She  faid,  a  little  way  ;  he  faid  he  would 
give  her  any  thing  to  give  him  a  lift,  for  he  was  going  to  Petersfield  that  night,  and 
was  afraid  he  fhould  be  belated  ;  and  entreated  her  to  drive  as  faft  as  fhe  could.  When 
he  came  into  the  cart,  fhe  obferved  he  was  much  out  of  breath ;  fhe  told  him  fhe  was 
to  flop  to  buy  a  pair  of  pattens  •,  fhe  did  accordingly  flop  at  a  fhop  ;  fhe  was  to  pay 
a  fhilling  for  them  ;  the  Prifoner  threw  down  fixpence,  and  then  he  faid,  he  wifhecl  he 
could  get  a  returned  chaife  ;  and  when  fhe  flopped  a  little  before  fhe  came  to  her  own. 
houfe  to  give  her  horfe  fome  drink,  he  jumped  out,  and  ran  away  along  the  London 
road.  Now,  with  refpect  to  this  evidence,  to  be  fure,  any  perfon,  totally  uncon- 
cerned in  any  guilty  deed,  might  be  anxious  to  get  to  Petersfield  ;  might  be  afraid  of 
being  benighted;  might  wifh  her  to  drive  very  faft ;  all  that  might  happen  very  na- 
turally without  any  imputation  upon  the  party  ;  but,  as  I  faid  before,  you  are  to  take 
this  cafe  with  all  its  circumltances  together-,  and  every  little  circumftance  weighs  fome- 
thing  •,  and  if  you  fhould  trace  the  Prifoner  to  the  very  place,  almoft  to  the  moment 
of  the  fire,  if  you  trace  him  leaving  the  place  immediately  after,  and  being  in  this 
Hate,  out  of  breath,  eager  to  get  off,  preffing  the  woman  to  drive  on,  anxious  to  get 
a  returned  chaife,  jumping  out,  and  running  forward  when  fhe  flopped  ;  laying  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  together,  with  all  the  others,  to  be  fure  you  will  be  juftified  if  you  enter- 
tain fome  fufpicions  about  his  motive.  But  all  this  you  will  weigh,  together  with  the 
many  various  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

Elizabeth  Gentell  fays,  fhe  lives  on  Portfmouth  Common.  Shejfaw  the  Prifoner  at 
her  houfe  the  day  before  the  fire  •,  he  came  there  and  afked  her  for  a  halfpenny  worth  of 
matches.  That  you  fee,  gentlemen,  is  another  circumftance  that  has  been  proved 
to  you,  as  coming  from  himfelf  to  Baldwin ;  that  he  bought  a  halfpenny  worth  of 
matches  of  a  woman  at  Portfmouth.  She  fays  he  afked  particularly  if  the  matches 
would  take  quick  ?  He  took  a  bundle  and  tried  one  or  two  of  them,  and  then  he  took 
out  fome  money,  and  paid  her  a  halfpenny.  She  fays  fhe  is  fure  he  is  the  fame  per- 
fon. Now,  upon  this  evidence,  it  is  for  your  confideration  whether  a  man,  going  to 
buy  matches,  would  or  would  not  fhew  fuch  an  anxiety  about  their  being  particularly 
well  made  ;  and  there  is  one  more  obfervation,  which  I  would  make  to  you,  that  the 
man  who  goes  to  buy  a  halfpenny  worth  of  matches  for  his  own  ufe,  is  hardly  fuch  a 
man  as  could  afford  to  exprefs  a  defire  of  meeting  with  a  poft-chaife  to  carry  him  to 
Petersfield. 

The  next  witnefs  is  John  Illenden,  who  is  a  furgeon  and  apothecary.  He  fays,  that  as 
far  as  human  poffibihty  can  go,  the  Prifoner  is  the  perfon  whom  he  faw  at  Canter- 
bury, three  or  four  days  before  or  after  the  twentieth  of  November ;  and  that  he  is  par- 
ticularly clear  that  he  is  the  man,  becaufe  he  came  to  his  fhop  to  buy  two  ounces  of 
fpirits  of  turpentine,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  faltpetre.  .  Now,  gentlemen,  thefe 
things  you  will  feel  a  man  might  innocently  buy,  at  the  time  you  are  recollecting  that 
thefef  materials  have  been  found  upon  the  fpot,  and  that  they  are  materials  neceffary 
for  combuflion. 

Mary  Bijhop  fays,  that  the  Prifoner  was  at  her  houfe  at  Canterbury,  between  Mi- 
chaelmas and  Chriftmas ;  fo  that  fhe  fpeaks  very  vaguely  about  the  time ;  fhe  cannot 
be  pofitive  when  it  was,  but  fhe  remembers  one  circumftance  (believing  it  to  be  the 
Prifoner)  that  he  told  her  he  had  been  interrupted  by,  that  is,  that  he  had  had  aquar- 

i  r«l 


C    35  3 


rel  with,  a  dragoon  at  the  White  Horfe,  and  he  told  her  in  converfation,  that  he- 
came  from  America,  on  account  of  the  difturbances  but  he  afked  her  a  material 
queftion,  and  that  was  whether  he  could  get  a  wooden  thing  made,  which  me  did  not 
know  what  name  to  give  to ;  but  the  wooden  engine,  that  is  produced,  being  fhewn 
to  her,  (he  fays,  upon  her  directing  him  to  fome  man,  who  could  make  it  for  him, 
that  me  law  fomething  which  a  Mr.  Overfhaw's  apprentice  brought  for  the  prifoner  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  and  that  he  put  it  under  his  coat,  wifhing  not  to  have 
it  feen.  The  counfel  very  properly  afked  the  woman  what  was  become  of  the  appren- 
tice ?  becaufe  undoubtedly  they  ought  not  to  have  flopped  fhort,  without  calling  the 
apprentice  but  the  apprentice,  fhe  fays,  is  dead,  therefore  we  cannot  have  any  clear- 
er or  fuller  evidence  upon  this  matter.  Then,  upon  looking  on  this  wooden  machine, 
fhe  fays,  it  is  as  near,  as  fhe  can  guefs,  like  that  thing  fhe  faw  brought  to  the  Pri- 
ibner. 

John  Dalby  is  the  perfon  who  apprehended  the  Prifoner,  and  he  is  called  to  prove 
what  he  found  upon  him ;  he  fays  the  prifoner  had  upon  him  a  piftol  primed  and 
loaded  with  fhot :  he  had  a  piftol  tinder-box,  which  was  alfo  primed ;  and  he  had  a 
fnuff-box  full  of  tinder.  Now,  gentlemen,  that  is  a  little  circumftance  that  is  un- 
common, a  man's  carrying  about  with  him  a  piftol  tinder-box  to  ftrike  a  light  may- 
very  well  be ;  but  he  feldom  carries  more  tinder  than  that  piltol  tinder-box  will  hold ; 
for  if  ever  you  faw  one  of  thefe,  you  muft  know  there  is  a  part  of  it  made  to  hold 
tinder  in  •,  but,  however,  over  and  above  that,  he  had  a  fnuff-box  full  of  tinder,  and 
he  had  a  powder-horn  with  lome  gunpowder  in  it.  He  fays,  he  had  alio  two  bundles 
of  matches.  You  remember  he  was  difcontented  w'ith  the  matches  which  he  tried, 
and  went  out  of  the  Dock  yard  and  bought  others. 

Thomas  Mafon  fays,  he  lives  at  Briftol,  and  is  by  trade  a  painter,  that  the  Prifoner 
called  on  him  the  day  after  Chriftmas  Day,  and  afked  him  to  let  him  grind  a  piece  of 
charcoal  upon  his  colour-ftone,  which  he  did  ;  this  is  only  material  to  fhew  that  he 
was  at  Briftol,  as  Baldwin  mentioned  he  was,  and  that  he  knew,  in  fadt,  what  ufe  the 
colour-ftone  could  be  applied  to. 

Then,  gentlemen,  the  only  remaining  evidence  is  the  contents  of  the  bundle.  The 
bundle  has  been  opened,  and  in  it  is  found  the  pafTport  from  the  French  King,  about 
which  he  expreffed  fo  much  anxiety,  left  it  fhould  lead  to  a  difcovery.  That  pafTport 
is  dated  the  thirteenth  of  November ;  it  is  in  the  common  form,  to  grant  him  free  per- 
million  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  continue  in  force  for  one  month  from  the 
date.  Befides  that,  there  was  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  and  a  Treatife  of  the  arms  and 
engines  of  war  and  fireworks,  and  the  Juftin,  the  books  he  mentioned  to  Baldwin, 
and  the  piftol,  and  fome  few  other  things.  This,  gentlemen,  is  all  the  evidence  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution. 

The  Prifoner  has  called  no  witnefTes,  but  he  has  refted  his  defence  chiefly  upon  the 
credit  that  you  ought  to  give  to  the  evidence  of  Baldwin  •,  becaufe  he  fays,  that  a  man 
who  was  capable  of  drawing  out  this  evidence  from  him,  ought  not  to  receive  credit 
in  a  court  of  juftice.  Gentlemen,  I  have  told  you  before,  and  I  ought  to  tell  you 
now,  that,  in  point  of  law,  there  is  no  objection  to  this  man's  teftimony  •,  and  from 
the  manner  in  which  he  came  by  the  knowledge,  which  he  has  now  furnifhed  us  with, 
I  do  not  fee  that  there  was  any  thing  which  can  lead  you  to  fuppofe  that  Baldwin  was 
the  firft  mover  with  him,  or  that  he  prevailed  upon  the  Prifoner  to  difclofe  the 
fecret  •,  but  it  fhould  feem  as  if  it  came  from  the  Prifoner  himfelf,  though  it  was  un- 
doubtedly upon  the  idea  that  this  man  was  his  friend  :  becaufe,  if  you  do  not  fuppofe 
that,  you  muft  fuppofe  him  madder  than  any  man  that  ever  was  burn.  He  certainly 
thought  him  his  friend,  and  he  therefore  did  difclofe  all  this  to  him. 

Gentlemen,  one  has  only  to  fay  farther,  that  if  this  point  of  honour  was  to  be  fo 
fucred,  as  that^a  man  who  comes  by  knowledge  of  this  fort  from  an  offender,  was  not 
to  be  at  liberty  to  difclofe  it,  the  moft  attrocious  criminals  would  every  day  efcape 
punifhment  and  therefore  it  is,  that  the  wifdom  of  the  law  knows  nothing  of  that 
point  of  honour-,  if  the  man  is  a  legal  witnefs,  you  are  bound  to  receive  his  teftimony ; 
giving  it,  however,  that  weight  only  which  you  think  it  deferves  :  for  it  is  always  in  the 
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breaft  of  the  jury,  to  confider  of  the  degree  of  credit  they  will  give  to  every  witnefs. 
JLet  him  be  in  all  lights  a  legal  witnefs,  you  are  ftill  to  be  the  judges  of  his  credit ;  if 
you  think  that  a  man,  becauie  he  liftened  to  this  tale  fo  many  days,  and  difclofed  it  as 
he  heard  it,  to  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  has  difclofed  it  now  in  a  court  of  juftice, 
is  a  man  to  whom  belief  cannot  be  given,  in  that  cafe  to  be  fure  you  will  fet  afide  his 
teftimony :  but  if  you  fee  no  ground  to  fuppoie  that  the  man  has  fpoke  untruth,  you 
cannot  then  reject  his  teftimony. 

Gentlemen,  the  trial  has  lafted  already  very  long  •,  the  fumming  up  has  alfo  been 
long.  I  have  endeavoured,  as  1  have  gone  on,  to  lay  together  fome  of  the  many  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  cafe  for  your  confideration  and  I  do  allure  the  Prifoner,  as  well  as 
you,  that  if  I  had  found  myfelf  enabled  in  my  confcience  to  have  ftated  any  thing  more 
favourably  for  him,  I  would  have  been  the  firft  to  have  done  it.  But  I  am  fitting  here 
to  do  equal  juftice  between  the  public  and  the  Prifoner  •,  and  I  was  therefore  bound  to 
make  thofe  obfervations  which  I  have  done,  becaufe  they  ftrike  my  confcience,  as  being 
neceffary  and  material.  I  thank  God,  however,  gentlemen,  that  you  are  to  judge  of 
thefe  circumftances  you  are  to  lay  them  all  together,  and  draw  your  conclufion  from 
them  ;  and  if  you  believe  that  there  is  fuch  a  train  following  one  another,  I  had  almoft 
faid  fo  irrefiftibly,  as  that  you  cannot  doubt  that  in  the  firft  place  the  fire  did  happen  by 
thefe  combuftibles,  and  then  that  the  Prifoner  was  the  perfon  who  laid  thole  com- 
buftibles  there,  I  fhould  fuppofe  you  can  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  fet  this  building 
on  fire  wilfully  and  malicioufly.  If  on  the  other  hand  you  fhould  feel,  though  there  are 
a  great  number  of  circumftances  tending  in  fome  degree  to  the  proof  of  the  fact,  that 
your  minds  are  not  fatisfied  that  it  comes  home  to  the  Prifoner,  if  you  are  of  that  opi- 
nion, you  ought  to  exercife  the  jurifdiction  which  you  have,  and  acquit  the  Prifoner. 

I  will  fay  one  thing  more,  and  only  one ;  you  are  bound  by  your  oaths  to  give  a 
true  verdict ;  and  if  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  appear  to  you  decidedly  ftrong,  yoir 
will  of  courfe  give  your  verdict  on  that  fide  on  which  they  preponderate  ;  but  if  you 
fhould  think  that  they  are  ftill  fo  doubtful,  as  that  you  cannot  latisfy  your  minds  this 
was  the  very  man  who  did  the  fact,  in  that  cafe,  in  favour  of  life,  you  ought  to  acquit 
him. 

The  Jury  almofi  immediately  pronounced  the  Prifoner •,  GUILTY. 

The  Prifoner  was  then  ajked,  in  the  ufual form,  what  he  had  to  fay  why  fentence  of  Death 
jfsould  not  be  pajfed  upon  him,  to  which  he  replied,  "  I  have.*'^  ^^^J^  ^  ^a^*  V 
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SENTENCE. 


Mr.    BARON  HOTHAM. 

Prifoner, 

You  have  been  indicated,  tried,  and  convicted  of  a  crime,  which  the  law  of  this 
country  has  thought  fit  to  make  capital,  and  now  the  mod  painful  moment  that  I 
have  undergone  in  the  courfe  of  this  trial  is  arrrived  ;  for  it  is  my  duty  to  pafs  upon 
you  that  dreadful  fentence.  I  fhall  not  interrupt  thofe  feelings,  which  1  truft  yea 
have,  by  talking  to  you  of  the  enormity  of  the  offence,  which  .you  have  committed  ; 
becaufe  it  is  impofiible  for  me,  or  any  man  who  hears  me,  to  add  a  word  by  way  of 
aggravation  to  it :  and  it  has  this  in  particular  about  it,  that  it  cannot  have  been 
committed  from  any  motives  of  private  malice,  revenge,  or  lucre.  It  can  have  pro- 
ceeded only  from  a  general  malignity  of  mind,  which  has  broke  out  in  a  defire  and  a 
defign,  not  only  to  ruin  one  devoted  individual,  but  to  involve  every  one  of  this 
audience,  nay  the  whole  Englifh  nation,  perhaps,  in  immediate  ruin.  You  cannot 
therefore  be  furprifed  that  the  law  has  thought  fit  to  punifh  fuch  a  crime  with  death. 
You  can  as  little  be  furprifed,  if,  after  you  have  been  convicted  upon  the  cleareft  evi- 
dence.of  this  offence,  I  can  give  you  no  hope  of  pardon.  *  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  fay  a 
word  in  your  behalf :  and  therefore  I  muft  entreat  and  conjure  you,  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  to  prepare  yourfelf  during  the  few  days  you  have  to  live,  to  meet  the  great 
God  in  another  world,  and  to  afk  him  there  for  that  pardon,  which  you  could  not 
receive  in  this  •,  there  it  will  be  worth  receiving :  and  attrocious  as  your  crime  has 
been,  fhort  as  the  time  is  that  you  have  to  live,  a  fincere  repentence  now  on  your  part, 
may,  and  I  hope  in  God  will  procure  you  mercy  at  his  hands.  I  fay  all  this  not  to 
taunt  or  diftrefs  you  in  your  prefent  unhappy  fituation,  but  merely  from  motives  of 
humanity  and  religion.  For  you  cannot  be  fuffered  to  live  in  this  world  you  mud: 
die,  and  that  within  a  very  few  days.  And  therefore,  before  you  go  into  eternity,  for 
your  foul's  fake,  do  what  you  can,  that  that  eternity  may  be  an  eternity  of  blifs  inftead 
of  milery.  I  have  only  now  to  pronounce  the  painful  7  fentence  of  the  law  which  I  am 
bound  to  do,  and  I  accordingly  adjudge  and  order  that  you  be  hanged  by  the  neck 
until  you  fhall  he  dead,  and  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  foul. 

Prifoner.  My  Lord,  I  am  exceedingly  well  fatisfied. 


*  The  Prifoner  faid,  "  I  do  not  look  for  it  my  Lord." 

f  When  his  Lordftiip  mentioned  the  word  painful,  the  Prifoner  faid  "joyful" 
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the  voluntary  ConfeJJion  of  James  Aitken,  commonly  called  John  the 
City  of  Winchelter  Painter ■,  now  a  Prifoner  in  the  County  Gaol  of  Southampton^  and 

under  Sentence  of  Death,  for  burning  the  Bock-yard  at  Portfmoutb 
taken  this  Twenty-eighth  Day  of  March,  1777  ; 

SAITH,  that  he  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  the  28th  of  September,  1752,  his  mo- 
ther now  living,  as  he  believes.  Curiofity  led  him  to  Virginia,  in  America,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  as  an  adventurer  to  feek  his  fortune. — Left  America  in  March, 
1775- 

In  October,  1775,  by  the  name  of  James  Bofwell,  inlifted  a  private  foldier  in  the 
thirty-fecond  regiment  atGravefend — marched  to  Chatham  next  day,  from  whence  he 
foon  deferted  •,  was  not  concerned  in  the  fire  in  Temple-Street,  Briftol,  nor  privy  to  it. 
— Broke  into  Mr.  Morgan's  warehoufe  at  Briftol  alone  ;  no  perfon  concerned  with  him 
in  that,  or  any  other  accident,  that  enfued  in  that  city. — He  intended  to  fet  fire  to  two 
houfes  in  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  employ  the  engines,  whilft  the  fire  might  fpread  in 
the  rope-yard. — Broke  into  Mr.  Morgan's  warehoufe  at  Briftol,  in  order  to  burn  it, 
that  the  engines  might  be  there  employed,  whilft  the  (hipping  were  burning  and  the 
quay,  for  which  purpofe,  he  left  a  lighted  candle  burning  in  the  faid  warehoufe;  and, 
becaufe  that  fire  did  not  take  effect,  he  afterwards  fct  fire  to  the  warehoufe  in  Quay- 
lane,  by  getting  over  the  top  of  the  door.— Mr.  Deane  told  him,  when  the  work  was 
done  (meaning  burning  the  Dock-yards  at  Portfmouth,  Woolwich  and  Briftol  har- 
bour, but  not  the  houfes)  he  ftiould  make  his  efcape,  and  come,  if  poffible,  to  him 
at  Paris,  and  he  mould  be  rewarded.  As  a  reward,  his  own  expectations  prompted 
hi \n  to  hope,  that  he  fhould  be  preferred  to  a  comnuffion  in  the  American  army. 

When  after  fetting  fire  to  the  rope-yard,  he  left  Portfmouth  (to  wit)  the  next  night, 
being  Sunday — he  reached  London,  and  went  to  Doctor  Bencraft,  No.  4,  Downing- 
ftreet,  Weftminfter,  to  whom  he  had  a  verbal  recommendation  from  Mr.  Deane,  who 
gave  him  at  Paris  the  Doctor's  name  in  writing,  and  place  of  abode  ;  but  the  Dc&or 
would  give  him  no  countenance,  and  therefore  did  not  relate  the  particulars  of  the  mif- 
chief  he  had  done  to  him,  but  hinted  to  him,  that  he  would  foon  fee  or  hear  by  the 
papers  of  an  extraordinary  accident  that  had  happened. 

And  he  afterwards  wrote  fuch  an  account  in  a  letter  to  him,  which  he  left  himfelf  at 
the  Doctor's  houfe  with  a  perfon  who  came  10  the  door,  which  for  the  fake  of  truth  he 
relates,  and  without  intention  of  calling  any  .flur  on  the  q^aracter  of  an  innocent  man. 

That  he  faw  the  Doctor  the  day  following  in  the  Salopian  coffee-houfe,  and  told  him 
that  he  would  do  all  the  prejudice  he  could  to  this  kingdom  ;  to  which  the  Doctor  re- 
plied, "  he  could  not  be  of  opinion  with  him  in  that  refpect,  for  that  he  got  his  bread 
in  this  kingdom,  and  therefore  would  not  be  concerned  with  him."  And  feeing  that 
the  Doctor  did  not  approve  of  his  conduct,  he  hoped  he  would  not  inform  againft  him, 
to  which  the  Doctor  faid,  "  he  did  not  like  to  inform  againft  any  man."  When  at 
Paris,  he  was  affifted  by  Mr.  Deane  with  twelve  fix  livre  pieces ;  he  alked  for  no  more, 
neither  did  he  receive  from  him  any  Bank  bill,  draft  or  note  whatever. 

After  leaving  London  (to  wit)  at  High  Wycombe,  he  broke  into  a  houfe,  and  took 
away  a  few  linens,  confifting  of  caps,  handkerchiefs,  but  nothing  of  value.  He  then 
went  to  Oxford,  from  thence  to  Abingdon,  where  he  attempted  to  break  into  two 
houfes,  filverfmiths  or  watchmakers,  but  without  effect.  From  thence  he  went  to 
Fairford,  where  he  broke  into  a  houfe,  and  took  from  thence  a  number  of  ftockings 
and  handkerchiefs,  and  a  metal  watch,  and  near  fifty  lhillings  in  filver  and  halfpence  : 
the  watch  he  pledged  for  fixteen  /hillings,  in  the  name  of  James  Hill,  at  a  pawnbrokers 
in  Caftle-ftreet  Briftol.  After  this,  without  attempting  any  thing,  but  having  prepared 
fome  of  his  ingredients,  he  went  from  Briftol  to  Plymouth,  with  intent  to  fet  fire  to 
the  dock-yard  there;  twice  he  reached  the  top  of  the  wall,  but  the  watchmen'  being 
near,  he  could  hear  them  talk  together,  efpecially  the  laft  night,  therefore  he  defifted ; 
he  never  committed,  or  attempted  to  commit  any  robbery,  but  when  he  was  like  to 
be  drove  fhort  of  money. 

After 


